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OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA

Vocabulary Activity 28

DIRECTIONS: Matching Select a term from below to match each definition in
the following groups.

continental island

copra
high island trust territory
- low island cacao
phosphate Crevasse
atoll lCekS.,Fllelf
— ri

ozone

Islands

1. A particular kind of low island that is a ring-shaped coral reef surrounding a lagoon

2. An island either broken away from a continent or separated from it by a land bridge that has

eroded
3. An island formed from coral

4. An island formed from volcanic activity centuries ago

Products
B. Dried coconut meat

6. A mineral salt used to make fertilizers

7. A tropical tree whose seeds are used to make chocolate

Research
8. A type of oxygen that forms a layer in the atmosphere

9. A tiny shrimplike animal

Antarctic Ice
10. A deep crack in the ice

11. A layer of ice that spreads past the land to cover part of the ocean

Government
12. A region under temporary control of the United States after World War II
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Cooperative I.ea-nrni;; Act.ivity 28

Earth—The Water Planet

Background

Sometimes numbers can fool you. There are seven continents and only four

oceans. Still, more than 70 percent of the earth’s surface is covered by water. The
Pacific Ocean alone is larger than all the continents combined. What is the size
of the Pacific Ocean? What is the size of each continent? Do some research to
find the size of each continent and how its size compares to the Pacific Ocean.

Group Directions

10

20

Use your textbook and library resources, such as an almanac or the Inter-
net to find the size of each continent in square miles.

Use what you learn to make a poster that illustrates the size of each conti-
nent compared to the size of the Pacific Ocean.

Include the following geographical areas:

North America South America

| Pacific Ocean
Europe Asia Africa

Australia Antarctica

Organizing the Group

1.

20

30

40

Decision Making Together with a partner, review the geographical areas
listed in the box above and decide who will research each one.

Individual Work Do rescarch to discover the size in square miles of your
assigned continents.

Group Work/Decision Making When you and your partner have the
necessary information, share your findings with each other. Together, decide
how you will organize your poster. Plan symbols to show the relative sizes
of each continent and the Pacific Ocean.

Additional Group Work Together with your partner, create your poster.
Find or draw the illustrations. Create captions for each illustration. Design
your symbols.

Group Sharing Display your poster on a classroom wall along with those
of other groups. Did you all use different symbols on your posters? Did the
symbols do an effective job with showing relative sizes?
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OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA
Cooperative Learning Activity 28 (continued)

(Group Process Questions

e What is the most important thing you learned about the Pacific Ocean from
this activity? What is the most important thing you learned about the rel-
ative sizes of the continents?

o What part of the project did you enjoy most?
o What problems did you have?
e How did you solve the problems?

e How was it helpful to work with a partner?

.uck Check

Was the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

2. Did you have problems working well with your partner? If so, how did you
solve them?

3. Were you satisfied with your work on this project? Why or why not?

4. What would you do differently next time to make your poster even more
effective and attractive?
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OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA

Chapter Map Activity 28

Teaching Strategy

The islands of Oceania are spread out across 70 million square miles (181.3 million sq. km)
and are widely separated from other parts of the world. The cultures of these islands are a com-

bination of local traditions and European colonial and modern influences. Vast Antarctica is
situated on the southern end of the earth. Much of this continent still awaits exploration.

2]/ Regional and Political
é@“/ Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the regional map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

> Label the region of Oceania, the continent of Antarc-
tica, and the following countries and territories:
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Palau, Federated
States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Papua New
Guinea, Nauru, Solomon Islands, Kiribati, Tuvalu,
Tokelau, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, Wallis and
Futuna, Fiji Islands, Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga,
Niue, Cook Islands, French Polynesia, Pitcairn Island.

o Label the following bodies of water: Coral Sea,
Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean.

o With an arrow, indicate on your map in what direc-
tion the United States is from Oceania.

Reproduce the political map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

e Label the countries and bodies of water. (See the list
of countries and bodies of water for the regional map.)

o Mark and label the national capital and major cities of
each country. (Remind students to include a map key.)

Discussing the Maps

1. True or false: Oceania lies in the Indian Ocean.
(False; it lies in the Pacific Ocean.)

2. Which of the following lies nearest to the Coral Sea:

Tuvalu, Pitcairn Island, Vanuatu, or Tonga? (Vanuaru)

. What is the capital of Samoa? (Apia)

. What is the approximate straight-line distance
berween Koror and Suva? (The two cities are about
3,300 miles [5,280 km] apart.)

5. What is the capital of Antarctica? (Antarctica is unin-

habited and has no capital city.)

6. Name all of the islands/territories of Oceania that are
not independent nations, and tell which countries
control them. (Northern Mariana Ilands [U.S.],
Guam [U.S.], New Caledonia [France], Wallis and
Futuna [France], Cook Ilands [New Zealand], Toke-
lan [New Zealand], American Samoa [U.S.], French
Polynesia [France], Niue [New Zealand], Pitcairn
Island [U.K])

W N

APPLYING GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
Debating the Issues

You may use the following activity as a cooperative learn-
ing activity or extra credit project.

Scientists believe that the continent of Anrarctica is
rich in minerals. Currently, however, none of Antarctica’s
mineral resources have been developed. Divide the class
into two groups and have the groups debate the pros and
cons of allowing mining and oil drilling in and around
Antarctica. One group should argue in favor of mineral
exploration; the other group should argue against it. Stu-
dents should use their completed maps as appropriate to
illustrate their points.

Physical and Capitals and
Major Cities Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the physical map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

o Label the countries and bodies of water. (See the list
of countries and bodies of water for the regional map.)

» Label the following: Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia,
Caroline Islands, Gilbert Islands, Society Island,
Tahiti, Marquesas Islands, Antarctic Peninsula,
Antarctic Circle, South Pole.

Reproduce the capitals and major cities map for each stu-

dent. Ask students to:

e Label the countries. (See the list of countries for the
regional map.)

° Label the capital and major cities of each country.

Discussing the Maps

1. In size, what is the largest country of Melanesia?
(Papua New Guinea)

2. Name the independent countries of Micronesia. (Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Palau,
Nauru, Kiribati)

3. Which of the following does not belong in the list:
Samoa, Fiji Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu. Explain your
answer. (Al but the Fiji Islands are part of Polynesia;
the Fiji Islands are part of Melanesia.)

4. True or false: The Gilbert Islands are part of Kiribati.
(true)
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Chapter Skills Activity 28

Writing a Report

Learning the Skill

Writing skills allow you to organize your ideas in a logical manner. The writ-
ing process involves using skills you have already learned, such as taking notes,
outlining, and synthesizing information. To help you apply the writing process,
first select an interesting topic. Do preliminary research to determine whether
your topic is too broad or too narrow. Then, write a general statement that
explains what you want to prove, discover, or illustrate in your writing. This will
be the focus of your entire paper. Next, research your topic by coming up with
a list of main ideas and preparing note cards listing facts and source informa-
tion for each main idea. Your report should have an introduction, a body, and
a conclusion, which summarizes and restates your findings. Each paragraph
should express one main idea in a topic sentence. Additional sentences should
support or explain the main idea by using details and facts.

Practicing the Skill

Directions: Read the following paragraph, then answer the questions that
follow on separate sheet of paper.

The animal life of Papua New Guinea is abundant and varied. If you
spend a few days in the bush, you may encounter an assortment of mam-
mals such as the tree kangaroo, wallaby, wild pig, and dingo, as well as vari-
eties of squirrel, rat, bat, and mouse. Species of tropical birds abound,
including patrots, cockatoos, and birds of paradise. Among the reptile
species you may find crocodiles, lizards, and many types of snakes. The coral
reefs and coastal waters support many species of fish, shellfish, and turtles.

1. What is the main idea of this paragraph?
2. Underline the supporting sentences in the paragraph above.

3. What might be the topic of a paragraph that follows this one?

plying the Skill

Directions: Suppose you are writing a report on Antarctica. Answer the follow-
ing questions about the writing process on a separate sheet of paper.

1. How would you narrow this topic?
2. Name two main ideas for this report.

3. List two possible sources for information for this report.
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The two regions of Oceania and Antarctica
include some of the most exotic and faraway lands
in the world. Great distances separate Oceania’s
25,000 islands in the Pacific Ocean. Antarctica

J-_Reteaching Activity 28

surrounds the South Pole. This mysterious, frozen
region is the only continent that has no perma-
nent human settlements.

DIRECTIONS: Creating a Venn Diagram This Venn diagram will help you
organize what you have learned about Oceania and Antarctica. Study the list of
descriptive phrases below. Write the letter of each phrase in the appropriate part

of the diagram.

Oceania

A. continental, high, and low islands
B. untapped, rich mineral resources
C. high, rugged mountains

D. volcanoes

E. Pacific Ocean coastline

F. huge continent

G. tropical climate

H. barren, cold desert

Antarctica

I plentiful rainfall
J. site of World War II battles
K. United States trust territories

L. scientific research stations

M. 70 percent of the world’s freshwater
N. settled thousands of years ago

O. bountiful tuna harvests

P. 43-nation treaty governs use
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Critical Thlnklng Skllls Activity 28

Synthesizing Information

SOCIAL STUDIES OBJECTIVE: Analyze and interpret (by synthesizing) visual
presentations of social studies information.

Learning the Skill

Synthesizing is combining different parts or
elements to form a whole. When you synthesize
information, you combine information that you
learned from two or more sources. You might
first analyze written or visual information into its
important parts. Then you would synthesize, or
bring together, a new form of that information.
Often, information gained from one source sheds
light upon other information. For example, you
might read about Micronesia, analyze a map of
Melanesia, and watch a documentary about Poly-
nesia. Then you would synthesize all of the infor-
mation you learned to write an essay about the
area known as Oceania. To synthesize informa-
tion, use these steps:

ANTARCTICA Major Research Statlons

PACIFIC =
UCEAN f:’ .

Read the material and/or look at the visual

information.

Analyze each source separately to understand

its meaning.

Determine what information each source

adds to the subject.

List the main ideas and most important

details of each source. Identify points of

agreement and disagreement between the

sources.

Organize the list. Then, find relationships

between the information in the sources.
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OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA
Critical Thinking Skills Activity 28 (continued)

Appﬂyéng the Skill 3. Imagine that you are a research scientist being

sent to visit all of the United States research
Directions: Review the map of major research stations in Antarctica. Based on the infor-
stations in Antarctica. Then read the information mation from the two sources, choose three
about Antarctica. Synthesize the two sources to of the following articles of clothing or gear
answer the questions that follow on the lines below. that you would take with you: snowshoes,

goggles, rollerblades, compass, raingear,
swimsuit. Explain why you chose each item.

ANTARCTICA

Antarctica is the fifth-largest continent.
It is larger than Australia and Europe.
Antarctica is slightly less than one-and-a-
half times the size of the United States. The
landscape is about 98 percent ice and 2
percent barren rock. The climate has severe
low temperatures that change with the lati-
tude, elevation, and distance from the

ocean. Higher temperatures occur in Janu- Pracﬁcing the Skill

ary along the coast and average slightly

below freezing. Katabatic or gravity-driven Directions: Refer to the two sources above. Then
winds blow toward the coast from the high answer the questions that follow by circling the let-
interior of the continent. Frequent blizzards ter of each correct answer.

form near the foot of the plateau. The

Antarctic Peninsula between the Pacific 1. Ifyou were taking a tour of research stations
Ocean and Atlantic Ocean has the most all around the coast of Antarctica, which two
moderate climate. languages would it be best to know or learn?

A. Spanish and Russian
B. Japanese and English

1. What is the main subject of each source? C. Russian and English

D. French and Japanese

2. Which country’s research station would be

the LEAST cold in January?

. . A. France
2. Howwould the information from each source B. Chile
be use.ful to a United States resc_iarch sc1en_txs: €. New Zealand
planning to do some research in Antarctica? D. India

3. Which country has the most research sta-
tions in Antarctica?

A. India

B. United States
C. Australia

D. Russia
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M-;E and Grasl-m- Skills Activity 28

Using Technology: Building a Database

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY STANDARD 17: The geographically informed person knows and

understands how to apply geography to interpret the past.

???5 Learning the Skill

An electronic database is a collection of informa-

tion such as names, facts, and statistics that are

stored on a computer. Databases are useful for
organizing large amounts of information. The
information in a database can be sorted and pre-
sented in any way that is helpful to you. A data-
base organizes information into categories called

fields. Each field has a different name. Each entry

you make in a database is called a record. To cre-

ate a database about the exploration of Antarctica,

follow these steps:

e Include three fields in your database: Date,
Explorer, and Event.

Applying the Skili

e Follow the instructions in your database pro-
gram to set up the fields. Then, using infor-
mation from the map on the next page, enter
each item of data in the appropriate field.
Include the data and names in the map key
and the information about the explorers’
trips that appears on the map. Some of the
“Explorer” and “Event” fields will be empty
because that information is not provided on
the map.

*  Determine how you want to organize and
present information in the database.

e  Follow your program’s instructions to sort
the information.

o  Verify the accuracy of the information in
your database, and make revisions as needed.

Directions: The map on the next page shows key events in the early exploration
of Antarctica. Study the map to create a database, then use the database to answer

the following questions on the lines below.

1. If you sort your database by date (from ear-
liest to latest), what will the final entry be?

2. Ifyou sort your database by explorer’s name
(in alphabetical order), who will be listed
firse?

3. Critical Thinking As you created your
database, you should have found two explor-
ers who reached the South Pole. Name them.

4. Activity Collect the addresses and birth-
days of 10 friends and/or family members.
Then create a database from this informa-
tion. Sort the information in a way that will
be most useful to you.
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