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JAPAN AND THE KOREAS

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the Blanks Select a term to fill each blank in the para-
graphs below.

archipelago shogun
tsunami megalopolis
intensive cultivation anthracite
clan constitutional monarchy
samurai monsoons
.
A Japanese person today may trace his or her ancestry to a (1) , or

group of related families, that lived and ruled in Japan more than 1,500 years ago. Another later

ancestor may have lived in the 1200s and been a warrior, or (2) , serving a

strong leader called the (3) . Today, an emperor is the official head of state,

but elected officials run the government. This form of democracy is known as a

@)
When an earthquake occurs in the Pacific Ocean, it may create a huge sea wave called a
(5) . This wave is especially dangerous to people who live near coasts, on

isolated islands, or on a chain of islands, which is called an (6)

L

If you lived in Japan today, you might live in a (7) , or the huge urban

area that includes the capital city of Tokyo, as well as the cities of Yokohama, Osaka, and Nagoya. The

ds

Although North and South Korea are different countries, they share many similarities. For

Japanese, with little land, practice (8) , using every bit of land to grow crops.

example, (9) affect the climate of both countries. Also, minerals are important

resources in the Koreas. Both countries produce (10) , a hard type of coal.
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JAPAN AND THE KOREAS

Cooperative Learning Activit

y 25

What’s New in Japan and the Koreas

Background

Japan, North Korea, and South Korea have been the source of news head-
lines throughout recent history. Business news has often focused on the latest
Japanese products, including many that Americans enjoy, from computers to
cars. The divided country of Korea sometimes makes headlines over disputes
between the communist North and the democratic South. You will learn more
about life in these countries today by following stories about them in the news.

Group Directions

1. Find news stories about Japan, North Korea, and South Korea to create your
own television news broadcast.

2. Read articles in newspapers, newsmagazines, or online news sources for one
week. Copy or download articles about Japan, North Korea, and South
Korea. Research any background information that you will need.

3. Share the news and feature articles that you collect.

4. Plan the news broadcast. As with any news program, balance the positive
and negative stories you will present. Consider dividing your program into
segments such as the following:

late-breaking news cultural reports
business feature stories
weather sports

Organizing the Group

1. Decision Making As a group, decide how to divide up the work. Decide
who will be the news anchor, the sports anchor, and the weather reporter.
Choose the group members who will do cultural features or any other seg-
ments you decide to do.

2. Group Work/Decision Making Review the news and feature articles
found by group members. Choose the articles to go into the broadcast. Be
sure to include something about each of the three countries—Japan, North
Korea, and South Korea. Divide the articles among group members.
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JAPAN AND THE KOREAS
Cooperative Learning Activity 25 (continued)

3. Individual Work Rewrite your assigned news articles for the broadcast.
Present all the facts, answering the questions who, what, when, where, why,
and Aow. Remember that you will have to shorten each article so that the
information can be presented in one or two minutes. Collect visual aids to
support your story.

4. Group Work Share your broadcast materials with the group. Give one
another suggestions for improvements. Together, organize your broadcast
and prepare your visual aids. For example, you might want to present sta-
tistics on a poster. The weather reporter might use a classroom map to
describe the weather in the region. Rehearse your broadcast presentation.

5. Group Sharing Present your news broadcast to the class.

6. Extended Group Work If you have access to video equipment, make a
video of your news broadcasts. Allow each group member to select a day
to take the video home to show parents and friends.

bup Process Questions

e What is the most important thing you learned about Japan and the Koreas
from this activity?

e How is news reporting different on television than in a newspaper?
*  What problems did you have in doing your part of the project?
°  How did you solve the problems?

o How was it helpful to work with others?

.lck Check

Wias the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

2. Did you have problems working well together? If so, how did you solve
them?

3. Were you satisfied with your work on the news broadcast? Why or why not?
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