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SOUTH ASIA

Vocabulary Activity 23

DIRECTIOINS: Fill in the Blanks Select a term from the box to fill each blank
in the paragraphs below.

subcontinent delta
monsoon cyclone
jute pesticides
cottage industry dzong
tributaries \ atolls
lagoon

People in India do many jobs. Some are farmers who grow crops such as tea, sugarcane, and

cotton. Another important crop is (1) , the fiber used in making rope. Some

Indian people may work in a factory, while others operate a (2)

in their home or village, making beautiful silk or cotton cloth.

South Asia is called a (3) because it is a large landmass that is part of

a continent, but is distinct from it. Seasons in South Asia are affected by (4)

winds that bring dry air part of the year and moist air another part. After the monsoon season

ends, an intense storm called a (5) may cause damage with high winds and

heavy rains.

The rivers in South Asia are important sources of water and means of travel. A river system

is made up of small (6) that flow into a larger river. In India, burning coal,
industrial wastes, and (7) have polluted much of the river water. At the mouth
of the river is a (8) , which is fertile land formed by the buildup of soil.

The Maldives are made up of low-lying, ring-shaped coral islands called (9)

This type of island circles a peaceful pool of water, or a (10)
High in the Himalaya, Bhutan’s people follow the Buddhist religion. If you visit the moun-

tains, you may see a (11) , a Buddhist center of prayer and study. These cen-

ters have shaped Bhutan’s art and culture.
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Cooperative Learning Activity 23
Destructive Storms
Background

The word monsoon comes from the Arabic word for time or season. Geo-

graphers use monsoon to describe a seasonal change in wind patterns that takes
place in South and East Asia. The monsoon season typically begins with a
drought followed by heavy rains. Sometimes, the heavy rains bring wind-driven
storms of great destructive force. Destructive windstorms have different names
and characteristics in different parts of the world.

Group Directions

10

50

Imagine that you are mereorologists, scientists who study the weather. You
have been asked to describe and explain windstorms to a group of students
and their teacher so that they will understand windstorms better. You will
present your information in an oral report to this group.

Use your textbook and library resources or the Internet to learn about these
storms.

Collect pictures from magazines, newspapers, or the Internet that show the
force of windstorms.

Use what you learn to create and give an oral report. If possible, make a
multimedia presentation, using computer slides or videos showing pictures
of windstorms.

Consider which of the following kinds of storms you will study:

cyclone hurricane
typhoon tornado

Organizing the Group

1.

Decision Making Divide the class into four groups. With your group,
decide which storm in the box above to study. Groups should choose dif-
ferent storms.

Group Work/Decision Making Meet with your group and brainstorm
the kinds of information and pictures you want to include in your oral
report. Be sure to include how and where this kind of storm forms, its
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Cooperative Learning Activity 23 (continued)

1.
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typical appearance, and its destructive effects. If you have access to multi-
media tools, discuss how you will do your presentation. Then divide up the
tasks for creating your multimedia presentation.

Individual Work Research your storm. Collect pictures and draw illus-
trations. Prepare your assigned parts of the presentation.

Additional Group Work Share your research with the group. Together,
organize your group’s information and illustrations into an oral presenta-
tion. Decide who will present each part of the report so that all members
have a role in the presentation.

Group Sharing Groups should take turns giving their oral reports to the
rest of the class. Together, discuss the similarities and differences among
these various storms.

oup Process Questions

What is the most important thing you learned about wind-driven storms
from this activity?

What part of the project did you enjoy most?

If you did a multimedia presentation, what special problems did this form
of report pose for the group?

How did you solve the problems?

How was it helpful to work with others?

Wias the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

Did you have problems working well together? If so, how did you solve
them?

Was your group’s presentation as good as you thought it would be? How
could it be improved?
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Chapter Map ACtIVIty#23

Teaching Strategy

India and six of its neighbors—Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and the Mal-
dives—comprise the region known as South Asia. South Asia is sometimes referred to as a sub-
continent—a large landmiass that is part of another continent yet distinct from it.

Regional and Political
Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the regional map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

* Label the following countries and their boundaries:
Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Maldives.

o “Trace the following rivers: Indus, Ganges, Brahmapu-
tra, Narmada, Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna.

o Label the following bodies of water: Indian Ocean,
Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal.

e With an arrow, indicate on your map in what direc-
tion the United States is from this region.

Reproduce the political map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

» Label the countries and bodies of water. (See the list
of countries and bodies of water for the regional map.)

e Mark and label the national capital and major cities of

each country. (Remind students to include a map key.)

Discussing the Maps

1. True or false: Sri Lanka is part of India. (False; Sri
Lanka is an independent nation.)

2. In which direction would you travel if you journeyed
in a straight line from Dhaka to Kathmandu?
Through which countries would you travel? (You
would travel northwest and would pass through
Bangladesh, India, and Nepal.)

3. Name the bodies of water that border India. (Arabian
Sea, Indian Ocean, and Bay of Bengal)

4. Which two South Asian capital cities lie the farthest
apart? What is the approximate straight-line distance
between them? (Male, Maldives, and Islamabad,
Pakistan, are the South Asian capital cities that lie the
Jarthest apart—abour 1,950 miles [3,120 km].)

5. How many South Asian countries are landlocked?
Name them. (Tivo South Asian countries are land-
locked: Nepal and Bhutan.)

Physical and Capitals and
Major Cities Maps

Place Location Activity
Reproduce the physical map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

e Label the countries, rivers, and bodies of water. (See
the list for the regional map.)

* Mark and label the major cities of each country.

° Label the following: Lakshadweep, Andaman Islands,
Nicobar Islands, Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, Dec-
can Plateau, Satpura Range, Great Indian Desert,
Ganges Plain, Hindu Kush, Karakoram Range,
Himalaya.

Reproduce the capitals and major cities map for each stu-
dent. Ask students to:

¢ Label the countries.

 Label the capital and major cities of each country.

Discussing the Maps

1. Name the two mountain ranges that make up India’s
northern border and separate South Asia from the rest
of Asia. (Karakoram Range and the Himalaya)

2, The Indus River flows primarily through which South
Asian country? (Pakistan)

3. True or false: Part of India lies east of Bangladesh.
(true)

4. What is the source of both the Ganges and Brahma-
putra Rivers? (the Himalaya)

APPLYING GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
Mapping the World’s Highest Mountains

You may use the following activity as a cooperative learn-
ing activity or extra credit project.

The northern ranges of the Himalaya and Karakoram
contain the highest mountains on Earth. All 14 moun-
tains in the world that are higher than 8,000 meters can
be found in this region. Divide the class into two groups
and assign seven of the following peaks to each: Mount
Everest, K2, Kangchenjunga, Lhotse, Makalu, Cho Oyu,
Dhaulagiri, Manaslu, Nanga Parbat, Annapurna, Gasher-
brum I, Broad Peak, Gasherbrum II, Shisha Pangma.
Students should use copies of their physical maps to indi-
cate the location and height of each mountain.
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