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EAST AFRICA

DIRECTIONS: Crossword Puzzle Completethe crossword puzzle by spelling
out the terms called for in the clues.

1

coral reef

fault

escarpment

B . poaching

sisal

autonomy

watershed

\ refugee

drought

clan

eco-tourist

plantain

T — 1 L altitude

ACROSS DOWN
4. along, extremely dry period 1. formation at or near the water’s surface
5. a person forced to flee a country to escape made up of skeletons of sea animals
persecution 2. a person who travels to another country to
7. height above sea level view its natural wonders

10. self-government 3. a region that is drained by a river
12. a group of related people 6. a steep cliff
13. a kind of banana 8. plant fiber used to make ropes and twine
9. the illegal hunting of protected animals
11. a crack in the earth’s crust
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EAST AFRICA

IRERANAN

Cooperative Learning Activi€y 21

At Home in the Zoo

Background

The countries in East Africa have created game preserves to protect their
wealth of animal species. In these preserves, animals roam freely in the wild, pro-
tected by law. Modern zoos try to imitate these natural conditions or habitats.
An animal’s habitatis its natural environment, including landscape, soil, plants,
and climate conditions. Zoologists design habitats for the animals in their care.
They try to make each animal’s environment as close as possible to the one where
it lives in nature. By making a model zoo exhibit, you will learn about the nat-
ural habitats of African animals.

Group Directions

1. Imagine that you and your group are zoologists (scientists who study ani-
mals). The local zoo has hired you to create a habitat for its collection of
African mammals.

2. Use Chapter 21 and library resources or the Internet to find out abour the
mammals of East Africa and their habitats.

3. Collect pictures of these animals in the wild.
4. Use what you learn to make a model zoo exhibit.

5. Think about the following elements of East African physical geography as

you look for information and plan your habitats:

native animals
landscape
plant life
soil and water conditions
climate

Organizing the Group

1. Decision Making As a group, decide which natural features to include
in your zoo exhibit. Brainstorm and list mammals found naturally in East
Africa. Allow each member to pick an animal to study.

2. Individual Work Do research to learn about the natural environment of
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EAST AFRICA
Cooperative Learning Activity 21 (continued)
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the animal you picked. Sketch a plan of what to include in your section of

the exhibit.

Group Work/Decision Making Share your ideas and sketches with the
group. Together, suggest improvements and additions for each plan. As a
group, decide the size of your overall exhibit and the space to provide for
each animal.

Additional Individual Work Create the model habitat for your animal.

Additional Group Work/Sharing Together, organize the finished ani-
mal habitats to make your group’s model zoo exhibit. As a group, make a
numbered key to identify each animal and its location. Display your zoo
exhibit along with those of other groups in your classroom. If possible, make
a short audiotape or videotape containing a short message from each stu-
dent about the animal he or she studied.

oup Process Questions

What is the most important thing you learned about caring for animals that
are not in their natural surroundings?

What part of the project did you enjoy most?
What problems did you have?
How did you solve the problems?

How was it helpful to work with others?

@ ick Check

0
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3.
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Wias the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

Did you have trouble agreeing on the elements to include and the role each
person would play in the project? If so, how did you solve the problems?

Were you pleased with your part in the zoo exhibit? Why or why not?
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