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DIRECTIONS: Word Puzzle Decide which term is defined by each of the clues
below. Write the correct term in the rectangle, beginning with Box 1 for Question 1
and proceeding around the rectangle. Then follow the instructions to fill in the
squares at the bottom of the page.

canopy industrialize basin tsetse fly
steppe savanna dictator
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CLUES

1. abroad, flat valley

2. a type of insect whose bite causes sleeping sickness in cattle and can infect humans

3. an umbrella-like forest covering, such as found in the rain forests of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo

4. a tropical grassland with few trees

5. adry, treeless plain often found on the edges of the desert

6. aleader who takes control of a government

7. to base an economy more on manufacturing and less on farming

8. In each numbered box below, write the letter from the rectangle above that has the same number
as the box. The term will refer to the cutting of too many trees too quickly.
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Jungle Wonders

Background

One of the earth’s largest tropical rain forests spreads over the rolling plains
of the Congo Basin. The tall trees in tropical rain forests grow so closely together
that sunlight cannot reach the ground. When these trees are cut down or fall,
the combination of sunlight, fertile land, and a moist climate encourages new
plants to grow. The dense, lush new growth is a jungle. Where sunlight reaches
riverbanks, wet jungles—tangled mixtures of tropical plants—spill over the
banks and into the water. Many people do not realize that a rain forest and a
jungle are different. By making a model jungle, you will learn the difference.

Group Directions

1. Botanists are scientists who study plant life. Imagine that you and your
group are botanists. You are planning an expedition up the Congo River.
You will make a diorama of a wet jungle so that the members of your expe-
dition will know what to expect. (A diorama is a scene in which miniature
models or figures are placed in front of a painted background.)

2. Use Chapter 20 and library resources or the Internet to find information
about and pictures of a jungle.

3. Design a diorama of a jungle scene.

Consider the following elements of a jungle scene as you plan your diorama:

background of tropical rain forest trees
various shapes of tropical plants
different shades of colors of tropical plants
native jungle birds
native animals
a river or stream

Organizing the Group

1. Decision Making As a group, decide what jungle elements to include in
your diorama and who will research, design, and make each element.

2. Individual Work Use the pictures and information about a jungle that
you collected to sketch ideas of how your assigned element (jungle birds,
for example) will appear in the diorama.
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3. Group Work/Decision Making Meet as a group to share your work.
Together, select the individual features or objects you will include in your
final diorama and decide how to organize them. Draw a master plan of the
scene. Decide which materials to use for each part.

4. Additional Individual Work Use the master plan to make your assigned
features or objects.

5. Additional Group Work/Sharing Together, organize the individual art-
works to complete your jungle diorama. Then, make a key explaining the
various features and objects you included. Display your project on a class-
room table or in the library.

oup Process Questions

°  Whar is the most important thing you learned about a jungle from this
activity?

°  How is a jungle different from a tropical rain forest?
e What problems did you have in completing this project?
*  How did you solve the problems?

*  How was it helpful to work with others?

@ ick Check

1. Was the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

2. Did you have problems agreeing on the master plan and everyone’s assign-
ments? If so, how did you solve the problems?

3. Were you pleased with your work on this project? Why or why not?
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