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Yocabulary Acti:ty 1¢

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the Blanks Selectatermto answer each question below.
Write the correct word on each blank.

subsistence farm mangrove compound
desertification drought phosphate
harmattan savanna civil war

overg razing cacao cassava

bauxite

1. What is a long period of extreme dryness and water shortages?

2. What is a tropical tree whose seeds are used to make chocolate and cocoa?

3. What is a dusty wind that blows south from the Sahara in the winter months?
4. What is a small plot of land where farmers can grow only enough food to feed their own

families?

5. What is a tropical tree that grows along Nigeria’s coast with roots that extend above and beneath

the water?

6. What is a mineral salt that contains phosphorus, which is found in Senegal?

7. What is a tropical grassland found in central Nigeria?

8. What is the process of changing useful land into desert?

9. What is a plant whose roots are ground into flour to make bread?

10. What is a fight among different groups within a country?

11. What is a mineral resource found in Guinea, which is used for making aluminum?

12. What is a group of houses surrounded by walls, in which most rural Nigerians live?

13. What is the term used when herds of animals strip areas so bare that plants cannot grow back?
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Cooperative Learning Activity 19
\ The Anansi Tales
Background

West Africans have always told stories to pass their culture from generation
to generation. The folktales about Anansi the spider, told by the Ashanti peo-
ple, have always been great favorites. Anansi was very clever. He often tricked
larger and more powerful animals. His adventures taught people that being smart
was often better than being strong.

Group Directions

1. Use one of the Ashanti folktales about Anansi the spider as the basis for a
skit to be performed in class.

2. Find an Anansi story in a book of folktales. If possible, choose a story with
the same number of characters as there are members in your group.

3. Working together, make up a script for a skit based on the story.
4. Discuss who will play each part.

5. Decide which group members will do the following:

create costumes provide music
introduce the play make scenery
do the actors’ makeup

Organizing the Group

1. Individual Work Look for stories about Anansi the spider. Read them.
Select one or two that you would like to share with your group.

2. Decision Making Share your stories with the group. Decide which story
to perform. If you do not have a story with the same number of characters
as members of your group, then choose a story with fewer characters.
Decide which group member will play each character. Divide up other tasks,
such as costumes and scenery, among remaining group members.

3. Individual Work Write the first draft of the dialogue for your assigned
character. Think about the kind of costume this character might wear and
what materials could be used to make it. Also think about any special
makeup your character might need.
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1.

2.
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Groujp Work Share your dialogue with the group. Give one another sug-
gestions for improvements. As a group, put the dialogue together into a skit.
Practice your lines before your performance. Work on the costumes,
scenery, props, and other materials needed for the skit.

Group Sharing Perform your play in front of the class. As a class, discuss
the meanings of the stories.

<

rocess Questions

What is the most important lesson that you learned from the stories?

Did you enjoy doing your part of the skit? Why or why not?
What problems did you have?
How did you solve the problems?

How was it helpful to work with others?

Was the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

Did you have problems working well together? If so, how did you solve
them?

Were you happy with your work on the skit? Why or why not?
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mEhapter Map Act_;;l_ty1_9-

Teaching Strategy

The 17 countries that make up West Africa are a fascinating mix of climares, cultures, and
histories. The single country of Nigeria, the most populous African country, contains more than
300 distinct ethnic groups. Modern cities and traditional lifestyles coexist in the region, and

ancestral traditions are still widely practiced.

Regional and Political

Maps
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Place Location Activity

Reproduce the regional map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

* Label the following countries and their boundaries:
Cape Verde, Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-
Bissau, Guinea, Mali, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Cote
d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Niger,
Nigeria, Chad.

* Trace the following rivers: Sénégal, Niger, Gambia,
Volta, Benue.

e Label the following bodies of water: Atlantic Ocean,
Gulf of Guinea, Lake Volta, Lake Chad.

¢ With an arrow, indicate on your map in what direc-
tion the United States is from this region.

Reproduce the political map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

o Label the countries and bodies of water. (See the list
of countries and bodlies of water for the regional map.)

*  Mark and label the national capital and major cities of
each country. (Remind students to include a map key.)

Discussing the Maps

1. How many countries border Benin? Name them.
(Four countries border Benin: Nigeria, Niger, Burk-
ina Faso, and Togo.)

2. Which West African countries do not share a border
with the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Guinea? (Mali,
Burkina Fuso, Niger, and Chad)

3. What are the three smallest West African countries?
(Cape Verde, Gambia, and Guinea-Bissa)

4. Lake Volta lies in which country? In which direction
does Lake Volta lie from Lake Chad? (Lake Volta lies
in Ghana. It is southwest of Lake Chad.)

5. True or false: The country of Guinea borders the Gulf
of Guinea. (False; it borders the Atlantic Ocean.)

6. Whart is the approximate straight-line distance
between the capital of Mauritania and the capital of
Chad? (The distance between Novakchott, Maurita-
nia, and N'Djamena, Chad, is about 1,900 miles
[3,120 km).)

7. What capital city lies closest to Monrovia, Liberia?
(Freetown, Sierra Leone)

APPLYING GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
Creating a Table
You may use the following activity as a portfolio or extra
credit project.

Ask students to use the library or Internet to find the
lengths and destinations of the following rivers: Sénégal,

Niger, Gambia, Benue. Students should present the
information in table form.

River Length Destination
Sénégal 1,050 mi/1,680 km  Atlantic Ocean
Niger 2,600 mi./4,160 km  Gulf of Guinea
Gambia 460 mi./746 km Atlantic Ocean
Benue 870 mi./1,392 km Niger River

(Note: Answers may vary depending on sources used.)
g Physical and Capitals and
&4 Major Cities Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the physical map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

¢ Label the countries, rivers, and bodies of water. (See
the list of countries, rivers, and bodies of water for the
regional map.)

* Mark and label the major cities of each country.
(Remind students to include a map key.)

* Label the following: Sahel, Air Mountains, Tibesti
Mountains.

Reproduce the capitals and major cities map for each stu-

dent. Ask students to:

 Label the countries. (See the list of countries for the
regional map.)

o Label the capital and major cities of each country.

Discussing the Maps

1. The Sénégal River forms Senegal’s northern border
with what country? (Mauritania)

2. About how far from the African mainland do the
Cape Verde islands lie? (about 375 miles [603 km])
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