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SOUTHWEST ASIA

Vocabulary Activity 17

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the Blanks Selecta term to fill each blank below.

alluvial plain hajj constitutional monarchy moshav
Bedouins Holocaust oasis mosque
civil war migrate kibbutz shah
monotheism
I had decided to (1) to the city to find work. From my room,
I could see the nearby (2) where Muslims worship. Muslims practice
3) , the belief in one god.

®

Most rural Israelis work on two types of farm settlements. In a (4) ,

people share all of the property and may also produce goods such as clothing or electronic equip-

ment. In a (5) » people also share production and farming, but each person

®

Many victims of war are innocent people. In World War II, millions of Jews were killed in

may own some private property as well.

the (6) . In a war within a country, or (7) , ordinary citi-
Y y

zens may be killed because they belong to an opposing group.

®

Abdul knew it was time to make a (8) , or religious journey, to

Makkah. It would be a long trip. Between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Abdul crossed the wide

9) formed from flooding. In the desert, he stopped for water at each

(10) . He met people called (11) who wander the

®

Governments vary. A country can be governed by a king or, as Iran was, by a

desert and follow a traditional way of life.

(12) . Like Jordan, a country can be a (13) , in

which a monarch shares power with elected officials.
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SOUTHWEST ASIA

Cooperative i-.zéming Activity 17

Let’s Party

Background

The cultures of Southwest Asia are very diverse. People from a variety of

ethnic groups live side by side in this region. They practice many different reli-
gions and celebrate different holidays. They do have one thing in common. They
all love to have parties! In this activity, you will arrange a party according to the
traditions of one of the nations of Southwest Asia. By exploring the ways that
people celebrate, you will gain an appreciation for the diversity of this region.

Group Directions

1.

Use Chapter 17 and library resources or the Internet to learn about holi-
days and celebrations in different Southwest Asian countries. Take notes
on what you discover.

Collect pictures and make sketches of people taking part in their holiday
celebrations. Note their traditional dress and decorations.

Use what you learn to plan a party in the traditions of your chosen coun-
try.

Think about the following categories as you plan your party:

traditional dress dance

decorations traditional holiday activities
snacks story behind the holiday
music

Organizing the Group

1.

Decision Making With your group, decide which Southwest Asian coun-
try you will study. Select a holiday of that country on which to base your
celebration. Using the categories in the box above, decide how to divide up
the tasks of organizing the party.

individual Work Do research about your part of the celebration. Find,
make, or prepare the party supplies you need.

Group Work/Decision Making Share your plans with your group.
Together, decide how you will organize your party. Each group will have
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Cooperative Learning Activity 17 (continued)

....... o g P

an area of the classroom in which to set up its party. Together, plan all the
details that go into making a party fun.

4. Additional Group Work On party day, set up your party in your assigned
area of the classroom. Wear your costumes. Put up your decorations and
set out your snacks.

5. Group Sharing Groups take turns artending other groups’ parties. The
group in charge of the party should tell party-goers the story behind the
holiday they are celebrating. They should also tell them about the music,
snacks, dances, and any other activities at the party. Have a great time!

up Process Questions

®  What s the most important thing you learned about the diversity of South-
west Asia from the parties you attended?

*  What part of the project did you enjoy most?
*  What problems did you have?
*  How did you solve the problems?

*  How was it helpful to work with others?

(Quiick Check

1. Was the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

2. Did you have problems working well together? If so, how did you solve
them?

3. Were you satisfied with your work on this project? Why or why not?
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SOUTHWEST ASIA

Chapter Map Activity 17

Teaching Strategy

The important region of Southwest Asia rarely strays from the front pages of today’s news-
papers. Ethnic conflicts and oil production keep Southwest Asia at the center of world atten-
tion today. Centuries ago, some of the world’s first civilizations began there. Southwest Asia is
also the birthplace of three major world religions: Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.

Regional and Political
Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the regional map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

o Label the following countries and their boundaries:
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan.

» Trace the following rivers: Tigris, Euphrates, Amu
Darya.

o Label the following bodies of water: Red Sea,
Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Persian
Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden.

e With an arrow, indicate on your map in what direc-
tion the United States is from this region.

Reproduce the political map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

o Label the countries and bodies of water. (See the list
of countries and bodies of water for the regional map.)

o Mark and label the national capital and major cities of
each country. (Remind students to include a map key.)

Discussing the Maps

1. How many countries border Iraq? Name them. (Six
countries border Iraq: Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and Iran.)

2. Which Southwest Asian countries share a border with
the Mediterranean Sea? (Tiurkey, Syria, Lebanon, and
Israel)

3. The capital of Oman lies in what direction from the
capital of Afghanistan? What is the approximate
straight-line distance between the two cities? (Muscat,
Oman, lies southwest of Kabul, Afghanistan. The
approximate distance berween the cities is 980 miles
[1,568 km].)

4. Which Southwest Asian capital cities lie on the Persian
Gulf (Kuwait, Manama, Doba, and Abu Dhabi)

Physical and Capitals and

L=
; Major Cities Maps

Place Location Activity

Reproduce the physical map for each student. Ask stu-

dents to:

= Label the countries, rivers, and bodies of warter. (See
the list for the regional map.)

o Mark and label the major cities of each country.

° Label the following: Pontic Mountains, Anarolia, Tau-
rus Mountains, Syrian Desert, Hejaz, Asir, Arabian
Peninsula, Rub* al Khali, Zagros Mountains, Elburz
Mountains, Hindu Kush.

Reproduce the capitals and major cities map for each stu-
dent. Ask students to:

o Label the countries.

o Label the capital and major cities of each country.

Discussing the Maps

1. Anatolia is part of what country? (Tirkey)

2. Which mountain range makes up much of the north-
ern border of Iran? (the Elburz Mountains)

3. True or false: Afghanistan is situated on the Arabian
Peninsula. (false)

4, Which areas of Southwest Asia do you imagine are
most hospitable to agriculture? Explain your answer.
(Extensive farming is found mainly in the northern
and western parts of Southwest Asia, in the coastal
areas of the Mediterranean and Black Seas, and in the
areas near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The cli-
mate and environment in other parts of the region are
not suited to agriculture.)

APPLYING GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
Creating an Arable Land Map

You may use the following activity as a portfolio or extra
credit project.

Arable land is land that is fit for or used for growing
crops. Ask students to use the library or Internet to find
the amount of arable land in each of the 15 Southwest
Asian countries. Students should indicate the percentage
of arable land on copies of their completed political
maps, writing the percentage next to the name of each
country. Then ask them to list the countries in order of
most to least arable land.
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