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NORTH AFRICA

Vocabular

DIRECTIONS: Crossword Puzzle Complete the crossword puzzle by spelling
out the terms called for in the clues.

silt delta republic
aquifer fellahin bazaar
hieroglyphics dictatorship ergs
casbah phosphate
1
2
M
3 4 5
6
7 8
9
11
ACROSS DOWN
3. ancient form of Egyptian writing 1. the name given to rural Egyptian farmers
6. a wide, fan-shaped area of soil deposited at 2. government under one all-powerful ruler,
the mouth of a river, such as the Nile such as Muammar al-Qaddhafi in Libya
8. underground rock layer that stores large 4. mineral salt containing phosphorus, which
amounts of water is used in fertilizers
9. an old section of Algiers with shops, 5. particles of soil carried and deposited by a
mosques, and bazaars river
10. a government headed by a president 7. amarketplace, such as in Egyptian towns
11. huge areas of the Sahara with shifting sand

dunes
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NORTH AFRICA

Cooperative Learning Activity 16
The Great Sahara

Background

Sahara, the name given to the world’s largest desert, is also the Arabic word
for desert or wilderness. This huge expanse of barren land extends from one end
of North Africa to the other. It covers 3.5 million square miles (9.1 million sq.
km), an area abour the size of the United States. How big do you think other
deserts are? Do all continents have deserts? Research and compare the size of
the largest desert on other continents with the Sahara to appreciate the size of
this North African “wilderness.”

Group Directions

1. Use your textbook and library resources or the Internet to find the largest
deserts on other continents. Then find the size of each in square miles.

2. Use what you learn to make a comparison chart that shows the size of these
deserts compared to one another and the Sahara.

3. Include the Sahara and deserts from each of the following continents:

North America
South America
Asia
Australia

Organizing the Group

1. Decision Making Form a group with other classmates. Together, decide
which continent each group member will study.

2. Individual Work Find the name, location, and size (in square miles) of
the largest desert on your assigned continent.

3. Group Work/Decision Making When everyone is finished, share your
findings with the group. As a group, decide how you will organize your chart
and display your information. Members can then record their findings on
the chart.

4. Group Sharing Display your chart on a classroom wall along with those
of other groups. With your classmates, compare and discuss the information
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Cooperative Learning Activity 16 (continued)
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on the charts. Use the charts to create a world map of major deserts. Dis-
play your maps and charts.

What is the most important thing you learned about the deserts of the
world, especially the Sahara?

What part of the project did you enjoy most?
What problems did you have?
How did you solve the problems?

How was it helpful to work with others?

ck Check

Was the goal of the assignment clear at all times?

Did each group member record all the needed information on the chart?

Were you satisfied with your work on this project? Why or why not?
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