Name Date

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act I
by Charles Dickens, dramatized by Israel Horovitz (text page 644)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Word Root -bene-

Words that contain the root -bene- have something to do with good. Benevolence, for exam-
ple, means “goodness” or “kindness.”

A. DIrecTIONS: Match each word on the left with its definition on the right. Write the letter of
the definition on the line next to the word it defines. If you are not sure of the meaning of a
word, check a dictionary.

.. 1. Dbenevolent a. one who does good by giving help

___ 2.benefit b. good or kind

____ 3. benefactor c¢. a prayer asking for a blessing or goodness
____ 4. benediction d. to profit by receiving something good

Using the Word Bank

implored morose destitute misanthrope

void ponderous benevolence

B. DirecrIONs: Write the Word Bank word that best completes each sentence.

1. The horse nearly collapsed under the weight of its load.

2. People can tell that you are when you wear a frown or scowl.

3. The wealthy refused to give charity to anyone.

4. The loss of his wife left a in the man’s life.

5. Many charities rely on the public’s in order to continue their work.
6. The beggars the king and queen to give them some food.

7. The gambler lost all his money and was left

Recognizing Antonyms

C. DirectiOns: Circle the letter of the word or phrase that is most opposite in meaning to the
word in CAPITAL LETTERS.

1. MOROSE: a. sad b. happy c. confused d. dry

2. PONDEROUS: a. dangerous b. safe c¢. heavy d. light

3. DESTITUTE: a. rich b. poor c. steady d. shaky

4. BENEVOLENCE: a. group b. individual c. badness d. giving

5. VOID: a. straight b. fullness c. open d. shut

6. MISANTHROPE: a. loser b. winner c. lover d. teacher
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A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act I
by Charles Dickens, dramatized by Israel Horovitz (text page 644)

Build Spelling Skills: Add -stifute

Spelling Strategy The letter group -stitute comes from a Latin word meaning “place” or
“stand.” Many words are formed by adding a prefix to -stitute. The Word Bank word destitute

is just one example.

A. Practice: Write the word that matches each clue and starts with the prefix shown in paren-
theses. Enter one letter in each blank.

1. Someone who takes over temporarily
for the regular person. {sub)

2. To set up or establish (in)

3. Very poor (de)

4. To make up, form, or compose (con)

B. Practice: Complete each sentence below by adding the letters -stitute to the prefix shown in
parentheses. Write your new word on the line.

1. Ebenezer Scrooge is a wealthy but stingy individual who has no pity or compassion for the
(de) people of the world.

2. Meanness and selfishness are the two main qualities that (con)
Scrooge’s personality.

3. Jacob Marley visits Scrooge in an effort to get him to (in) a new pol-
icy of care and concern for others.

4. Marley wants Scrooge to realize that money is not a comforting (sub)
for the love of another human being.

Challenge: The word misanthrope contains the smaller word ant, although the two words are
not related in meaning. What other smaller words can you find within the word misanthrope?
Can you find at least five more words? Write them on the lines provided.
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A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act 1
by Charles Dickens, dramatized by Israel Horovitz (text page 644)

Build Grammar Skills: Subject and Verb Agreement

A verb must agree with its subject both in person (first, second, or third) and in number

(singular or plural).

Singular

Plural

First Person

I am, | walk

we are, we walk

Second Person

you are, you walk

you are, you walk

Third Person

he / she / itis; he / she / it walks

they are, they walk

Notice that the verb walk, in third-person singular, ends with an s.

A. Practice: In each sentence, the subject and verb do not agree. Rewrite the sentence, correct-
ing the verb form so that it agrees with the subject in number and person.

1. Several visitors to Scrooge’s office asks him for money.

2. The miserly man ignore all requests for charity.

3. Marley's ghost soon appear for a visit with Ebenezer.

4. He warn his former partner of possible trouble ahead.

5. The people from Scrooge’s past reminds him of his childhood.

B. Writing Application: Imagine that Scrooge keeps a diary of his experiences. Write some
sentences that Scrooge records, using the subject a pronoun in the person and number indi-
cated. Keep your sentences in the present tense.

1. First-person singular

2. Third-person plural

3. First-person plural

4. Third-person singular

5. Second-person singular
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A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley, Act I
by Charles Dickens, dramatized by Israel Horovitz (text page 644)

Reading Strategy: Envision

As you read “A Christmas Carol,” it is important that you be able to envision, or picture in
your mind, how the play would look if performed on stage. The stage directions—italicized de-
tails supplied in brackets—help you do just that. Stage directions help you “see” exactly what
each setting looks like. They also help you envision how characters move on stage.

Often, stage directions give you valuable information that you can't get from the actors’ dia-
logue. For example, in Act I, Scene 1, as Marley speaks, the stage directions indicate that he
stands right next to Scrooge. Knowing that Scrooge does not react to Marley’s presence, we un-
derstand that although the audience can see Marley at this point, Scrooge cannot.

Directions: Use the following chart to record important stage-direction details that help you
envision the setting and characters. One example is provided.

SCENE CHARACTER STAGE DIRECTION
Scene 1, Jacob Marley Ghostly music in auditorium. A single spotlight on
Scrooge's offices JACOB MARLEY, D.C. He is ancient: awful, dead-

eyed. He speaks straight out to the auditorium.
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