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“How to Enjoy Poetry” by James Dickey (text page 557)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Prefix inter-

A. DrecTIONS: In each sentence, replace the italicized phrase with one of the following words
that start with the prefix inter-, meaning “between” or “among™

interstate interfere intergalactic intermission
1. A play usually has at least one (brealk between acts)
2. Do not (come between) in our personal business.
3. Road workers completed the (between states) highway.
4.

Scientists hope one day to achieve travel that is (between galaxies)

Write an original sentence using each word below.

. interrupt

. intersection

5
6. interracial
7
8

. intertwine

Using the Word Bank

prose inevitability interacts vital

B. DIrecTIONS: Write the Word Bank word that completes each sentence.

1. A writer’s work may be poetry or

2. A hopeful person believes in the of a happy ending.

3. Fresh air is for any human being to survive.

4. When water with fire, the fire goes out.
Anologies

C. Directions: Circle the letter next to the word or phrase that is most similar in meaning to
the word in CAPITAL LETTERS.

1. PROSE
a. structure b. paragraph c. spoken language d. nonpoetic language

2. INEVITABILITY
a. success b. certainty c. strength d. caution

3. VITAL

a. very necessary b. very pretty c. very active d. very quiet
4. INTERACTS =

a. runs from b. sews up c. mixes d. denies
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“How to Enjoy Poetry” by James Dickey (text page 557)

Build Spelling Skills: Change the Adjective Ending -able to the
Noun Ending -ility

Spelling Strategy To change an adjective that ends in -able to a noun that ends in -ility,
drop the final -le and add -ility. The adjective inevitable can be turned into the noun inevitability
by changing its ending from -able to -ability.

Other Examples: reliable - le + ility = reliability probable - le + ility = probability

A. Practice: Change each adjective in the left column into a noun by adding -ility. Write your
new word on the line.

Adjective Noun Adjective Noun
1. believable 6. detectable
2. liable 7. bendable
3. lovable 8. workable
4. flammable 9. traceable
5. washable 10. wearable

B. Complete each sentence below by changing the adjective in parentheses to a noun that ends
in -ility. Write your new word on the line.

1. According to James Dickey, poetry has special qualities that give it a (durable)

2. Dickey says that readers have the (capable) of making poetry a lively and
meaningful experience for themselves.

3. The writer maintains that the rhythm of language has a special kind of (unforgettable)

4. The effects of a poem can affect the soul in ways that have no (predictable)

5. Every good poem has a satisfying (readable) if readers make the effort to in-
teract with the writing.

6. Dickey implies that a well-written poem has the power and (able) to change
a person who truly delves into it.

Challenge: Since the prefix in- means “not,” you might think that inevitable means “not
evitable.” However, there is no such word as evitable in the English language. Use a dictionary
to discover the meanings of inept, incessant, and indelible. Do they mean “not ept,” “not ces-
sant,” and “not delible”? Write their meanings on the lines provided.

1. inept

2. incessant

3. indelible
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“How to Enjoy Poetry” by James Dickey (text page 557)

Build Grammar Skills: The Four Functions of Sentences

A sentence can perform one of four functions:
A declarative sentence makes a statement and ends with a period.

A poet writes poetry.
An interrogative sentence asks a question and ends with a question mark.
Is James Dickey a poet?

An imperative sentence gives a command and may end with either a period or an exclamation
point.

Read this poem by him. Don't miss it!
An exclamatory sentence shows emotion and ends with an exclamation point.
How nice it is!

A. Practice: Read each sentence. In the blanks at the right, write whether the sentence is
declarative, interrogative, imperative, or exclamatory. Then copy the circled letters in the blanks
beneath the activity. You will spell out a message from James Dickey.

What is poetry? er—
Reach for the poet from your gut out. - e
Words and feelings go together. -
Your response gives the poem its magic. el
Find your own way to open yourself. O
. Itis quitealistt el
. What moss do you see? -

Writing poetry is like a contest. el

© % N o e Wb o=

What brambles are your brambles? e

Well, would you look at that! —

[t
e

Message: !
B. Writing Application: Read each sentence. Then write a related sentence that performs the
function shown in parentheses.

Example: The most beautiful constellation is Orion.
(show emotion)  What a beautiful constellation Orion is!

1. If you give to a poem, it will give to you. (ask a question)

2. Reading a poem takes special concentration. (give a command)

3. What do you think about when you read a poem? (make a statement)

4. The language of the poem is beautiful. (show emotion)
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Reading for Success: Strategies for Reading Nonfiction

You're bombarded with facts and ideas at all times and from every direction. When you scan
a cereal box, read a textbook, or cruise the internet, you make decisions about what, who, and
how much to believe. These strategies will help you read the nonfiction you encounter every
day.

o Set a purpose for reading. To give yourself a reason to read, use your own questions to
guide you. Write down the questions, and note the answers as you go along.

» Recognize the organization. If you recognize how the work is organized, you'll be able to
read it more easily. Here are some general ways in which authors organize nonfiction.
Chronological Order: earliest event to latest event
Order of Importance: most important item to least important item
Spatial Order: left to right or top to bottom

e Understand the author’s purpose. To identify the author’s purpose, look for clues—such
as silly or exaggerated situations intended to amuse; advice to believe or do something in-
tended to persuade, or facts and explanations intended to inform.

DirecTioNs: Read the following passage from Roger Khan's “Remembering Mickey” and use the
reading strategies to increase your comprehension. In the margin, note where you set a pur-
pose for reading, identify the author’s main points, recognize the organization, and understand
the author’s purpose. Finally, summarize your response to the passage on the lines provided.

from “Remembering Mickey” by Roger Khan

The following passage is_from an obituary of the great baseball
player Mickey Mantle

Some will talk about the flawless baseball instincts, the stunning
foot speed and, of course, those home runs that almost beat Sputnik
into orbit. But to celebrate the glorious career and the complex, dri-
ven, profoundly touching character that was Mickey Mantle, first come
into a locker room at Ebbets Field. No air conditioning. No carpeting.
No amenities. We are talking hardball, major league hardball, 1952.

Mantle was 20 years old, the pride of Commerce, Okla., and the
24-carat golden apple of ol’ Casey Stengel’s eye. And this was one of
those great World Series between the Yankees and the Dodgers.
Brooklyn, the team of Jackie Robinson and Pee Wee Reese and Duke
Snider, moved ahead, three games to two. Game 6 was tough and
grinding, and Mantle won it for the Yankees with an eight inning
homer, a 400-foot line drive into the center-field seats. Now, of
course, the seventh game was everything. Mantle homered again, a
high, majestic drive to right that knocked out the Dodgers’ starter,
Joe Black. Then he singled home the final run in the Yankees' 4-2 vic-
tory. Headlines would bellow: Yankees Win Fourth Series in Row.

Mantle batted .345. "Nice Series, young man,” said Rud Rennie,
who covered the Yankees for the Herald Tribune. "What are you up
to now?”

"Headin’ back to Oklahoma. | got me a job working with the pump
crew down in the lead mine.”
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