Name Date

«After Twenty Years” by O. Henry (text page 453)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Word Root -spec-

A. DrecTIONS: The word root -spec- means “see” or “look.” It is used in the Word Bank word
spectators, which means “people who watch an event without taking part in it.” Apply what you
know about -spec- and use context clues to match the underlined word to its definition.

. high regard

. striking to the eye

. one seen as possibly being guilty

. make a prediction based on what one
has seen or observed

e. the act of viewing closing or looking
4. The police questioned the suspect. over

1. The fireworks were spectacular.

9. The soldier got ready for the inspection
by polishing his boots.
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3. Maureen showed respect by calling
her boss “Sir.”

5. Would you care to speculate about
the future of the company?

Using the Word Bank

spectators intricate destiny dismally absurdity  simultaneously

B. DirecTions: Read each clue. Then write the correct word on the puzzle. When complete, the
shaded boxes will spell a word related to the story.

Clues 1.
1. watchers
2. miserably O
3. detailed 2 #\
4. at the same time i
5. nonsense :
6. fate > ‘ ‘\
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Using Synonyms

C. DirecTIONs: Circle the letter of the word most similar in meaning to the word in capital letters.

1. ABSURDITY 2. INTRICATE 3. DISMALLY
a. beauty a. tiny a. daily
b. ugliness b. complicated b. cheerfully
¢. meaning c. simple c. gloomily
d. nonsense d. intelligent d. partly
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