Name Date

«After Twenty Years” by O. Henry (text page 453)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Word Root -spec-

A. DrecTIONS: The word root -spec- means “see” or “look.” It is used in the Word Bank word
spectators, which means “people who watch an event without taking part in it.” Apply what you
know about -spec- and use context clues to match the underlined word to its definition.

. high regard

. striking to the eye

. one seen as possibly being guilty

. make a prediction based on what one
has seen or observed

e. the act of viewing closing or looking
4. The police questioned the suspect. over

1. The fireworks were spectacular.

9. The soldier got ready for the inspection
by polishing his boots.

o0 o P

3. Maureen showed respect by calling
her boss “Sir.”

5. Would you care to speculate about
the future of the company?

Using the Word Bank

spectators intricate destiny dismally absurdity  simultaneously

B. DirecTions: Read each clue. Then write the correct word on the puzzle. When complete, the
shaded boxes will spell a word related to the story.

Clues 1.
1. watchers
2. miserably O
3. detailed 2 #\
4. at the same time i
5. nonsense :
6. fate > ‘ ‘\
E
B |
F
F
F
C
6.
R

Using Synonyms

C. DirecTIONs: Circle the letter of the word most similar in meaning to the word in capital letters.

1. ABSURDITY 2. INTRICATE 3. DISMALLY
a. beauty a. tiny a. daily
b. ugliness b. complicated b. cheerfully
¢. meaning c. simple c. gloomily
d. nonsense d. intelligent d. partly
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“After Twenty Years” by O. Henry (text page 453)

Build Spelling Skills: -er and -or

Spelling Strategy The ending -er or -or can be added to some verbs to form a noun
meaning “one who.” Usually, use the -or ending for verbs that end in -ate, ct, or -ess. Other-
wise, use the -er ending.

Examples: spectate + -or = spectator  garden + -er = gardener
Notice that if the verb ends in ate, drop the final e before adding or.

A. Practice: Add -er or -or to each of the following words. Cross out any silent e’s that have to
be dropped. Then use the words to complete the sentences that follow.

act , one who acts

instruct , one who instructs

manage , one who manages

operate , one who operates

write , one who writes
1. The finished the story and sent it to the publisher today.
2. The helped the caller with the long-distance connection.
3. The needed for this role must be about thirty years old.
4. The office is very strict about the length of breaks.
5. The driving showed the students how to start the engine.

B. Practice: Add -er or -or to each of the following words, and then use the new words to com-
plete the sentences below. Use each word once.

read edit prison embezzle tell travel contribute

1. After a series of odd jobs, O. Henry worked as a bank in Texas.
2. It was there that he was accused of being an

3. He fled to Central America, not as a but as a fugitive.

4. After giving himself up, he spent thirty-nine months as a in Ohio.

5. While in prison, he became a frequent of stories to magazines.
6. His stories made an impression on and alike.

Challenge: The following words, which are synonyms of the Word Bank word destiny, are prob-
ably unfamiliar to you. Look up the origin of each word in a dictionary that gives word origins.
Write the origin of the word on the line.

1. kismet

2. karma
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«After Twenty Years” by O. Henry (text page 453)

Build Grammar Skil

ls: Clauses

A clause is a group of words that has a subject and a verb. An independent clause, or main
clause, is one that makes sense when it stands alone. A subordinate clause, or dependent
clause, is one that cannot stand alone. A subordinate clause is usually introduced by a subor-
dinating conjunction. These are some common subordinating conjunctions: although. as, as
long as, because, before, if, since, so that, that, unless, when, whenever, wherever, while

Sentence: As the policeman walked up to him, the man spoke up quickly.
Independent clause: the man spoke up quickly -

Subordinate clause: (9 the policeman walked up to him

A. Practice: For each sentence, write the independent clause in the first box and write the sub-
ordinate clause in the second box. Then underline each subject once, underline each verb twice,
and draw a circle around the subordinating conjunction.

Sentence

Independent Clause Subordinate Clause

1. Haven't you heard
from your friend since
you left?

2. Jimmy will meet
me here if he's alive.

3. It was exactly ten
o'clock when we parted
at the restaurant door.

4. When they came into
the glare, each turned

to gaze at the other's face.

B. Writing Application: Use each of these clauses in a sentence about “After Twenty Years.” If
the clause is independent, add a subordinate clause. If the clause is subordinate, add an inde-

pendent clause.

1. the policemen twirled his club

9. that we would meet here in twenty years

3. if Jimmy is still alive

4. the police in Chicago sent a message
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Reading for Success: Strategies for Reading Fiction

Reading is an interactive process through which you get involved with the ideas, images,
events, and information presented in the text. The more involved you are, the richer your un-
derstanding is. Apply the following strategies in order to interact with what you read.

° Predict. As the events in the story unfold, ask yourself what will happen next. Be on the look-
out for clues that hint of events to come. To find out if your predictions are correct, read on.

° Identify with the characters or the situation. Live the story with the characters. Put your-
self in their place. or imagine yourself in their situation.

° Make inferences. Writers seldom tell you everything directly. Often, you need to draw con-
clusions based on the details the author provides.

° Question. Don't accept everything you read at face value. Ask yourself questions about why
certain information is included or how a fact or idea fits in with what you've already read. As
you read, look for answers to your questions.

DirecTIONs: Read the following excerpt from “Last Cover” by Paul Annixter, and apply the read-
ing strategies to increase your comprehension. In the margin, write notes showing where you
predict, identify with the characters or the situation, make inferences, and question. Finally,
summarize your response to the selection on the lines provided.

from “Last Cover” by Paul Annixter

The following excerpt describes the search of two young boys for
their pet—a red fox, who left the family to return to the wild.

Each day, going and coming from school, Colin and | took long
side trips through the woods, looking for Bandit. Wild things’ memo-
ries were short, we knew; we'd have to find him soon or the old bond
would be broken.

Ever since | was ten I'd been allowed to hunt with Father, so | was
good at reading signs. But, in a way, Colin knew more about the
woods and wild things than Father or me. What came to me from
long observation, Colin seemed to know by instinct.

It was Colin who felt out, like an Indian, the stretch of woods where
Bandit had his den, who found the first slim, small fox-print in the
damp earth. And then, on an afternoon in March, we saw him. | re-
member the day well, the racing clouds, the wind rattling the tops of
the pine trees and swaying the Spanish moss. Bandit had just come
out of a clump of laurel; in the maze of leaves behind him we caught
a glimpse of a slim red vixen, so we knew he had found a mate. She
melted from sight like a shadow, but Bandit turned to watch us, his
mouth open, his tongue lolling as he smiled his old foxy smile. On his
thin chops, | saw a telltale chicken feather.

Colin moved silently forward, his movements so guiet and casual
he seemed to be standing still. He called Bandit's name, and the fox
held his ground, drawn to us with all his senses. For a few moments
he let Colin actually put an arm about him. It was then | knew that he
loved us still, for all of Father's warnings. He really loved us back, with
a fierce, secret love no tame thing ever gave. But the urge of his life
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