Name Date

“Qur Finest Hour” by Charles Osgood (text page 375)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Suffix -ment

The suffix -ment means “a state or condition of.” By adding the suffix -ment to a verb, you
create a noun: excite + -ment = excitermnent (“a state of being excited”).

A. DirecTiONs: Add -ment to the following verbs, and complete the sentences below.

enjoy amaze punish equip ship

1. The criminal received a of three years in prisorn.

The of goods was delivered to the store by truck.

To everyone’s , it didn’t rain the entire year.

2.
3.
4. Skilled workers know how to use each piece of
5.

1 get a great deal of from listening to music.

Now write an original sentence using each word below.

6. (appointment)

7. (improvement)

8. (movement)

Using the Word Bank

correspondent bewilderment plaintive

B. DrecTIONS: Write the Word Bank word that best completes each sentence.

1. The injured animal let out a cry for help.

2. The checked all facts before reporting the story.

3. The gifted magician left the audience in a state of

Analogies

C. DIrecTIONS: For each related pair of words in CAPITAL LETTERS, choose the pair that best
expresses a similar relationship. Circle the letter of your choice.

1. CORRESPONDENT : NEWS ::

a. storm : weather c. athlete : sport

b. writer : pencil d. doctor : nurse
2. CONFUSED : BEWILDERMENT ::

a. pleased : enjoyment c. sing : statement

b. laugh : cry d. appointment : office
3. LOSER : PLAINTIVE ::

a. player : team c. judge : trial

b. swimmer : wet d. dancer : rehearse
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Build Spelling Skills: Words With a Double r

Spelling Strategy The Word Bank word correspondent contains a double r. There are
many other words in English in which the r sound is also spelled with a double r.

Examples: correction interrupt furry irregular

A. Practice: Write the word with a double r that matches each set of clues.

1.

This word rhymes with bearable, starts with a t, and means “awful.” The word is

You do this when you take something with the intention of giving it back. It starts with a b.
The word is

This is a compound word. It names something round that is often seen on someone’s ear.
The word is

. This word describes the kind of movie that contains monsters or ghosts. It starts with an h.

The word is

. This word names the ceremony that joins a man and a woman as husband and wife. It

starts with an m. The word is

B. Practice: In each sentence below, find a misspelled word that is supposed to have a double
r. Cross out the word and write it correctly. The first one is done for you.

9.
10.

Challenge: The Word Bank word plaintive sounds very similar to the word plaintiff. A plaintiff is
someone who brings a case to court. Do you think it's just a coincidence that the two words
sound alike, or is there a connection between their meanings? Check the history of both words
in a dictionary to see if your guess is correct. Write a sentence about what you learn.

terrible

. Charles Osgood described a broadcast that turned out to be tesible.

Osgood was working at the time as a corespondent for CBS News.

One night, he stared on the evening news as the substitute anchor.

. A number of technical erors were made that night during the broadcast.
. These occurences happened because many of the crew were substitutes.
. The broadcast was a horible experience for the entire crew.

. One mistake after another kept interupting the flow of the show.

. The crew didn't know how to corect any of the mistakes.

Osgood was embarassed because visitors from China were in the studio.

Osgood now views the experience more with humor than with sorow.
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Build Grammar Skills: Subjects and Predicates

The subject part of a sentence tells who or what the sentence is about. The simple subject
is the noun or pronoun in the subject part that answers the questions who? or what?

simple subject

Example: !\/Iany in the news room made embarrassing mistakes.

subject

The predicate of a sentence tells something about the subject. The simple predicate is the
verb in the predicate part that tells what the subject does.

simple predicate

Example: Many people in the news room made embarrassing mistakes.
p y peop g

L—predica‘ce—————I

A. Practice: In each sentence, underline the subject once and the predicate twice. Then circle
the simple subject and the simple predicate. The first one is done for you.

1. The news m ubstituted) for the absent anchor.

The first report of the night appeared on the monitor.

It was the wrong story by a different reporter.
A second mistake occurred right after the first.

. Charles Osgood felt bad about all the technical errors.

o o op o ®

. The confused president of the network visited Osgood at his desk.

B. Writing Application: Imagine you were Charles Osgood during the error-filled broadcast.
Write sentences that tell what happened. Use each simple sentence and simple predicate listed
below. Add more words to make a complete subject and complete predicate.

1. broadcast, began

N2

. reporter, announced

3. crew, worked

4. story, described

5. visitors, watched
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Reading for Success: Strategies for Reading Critically

As a critical reader, you must take the time to analyze carefully what you read, and consider
how effectively an author has put together a piece of writing.

o Understand the author’s bias. Look for details that might reveal a writer's opinion. Use
what you know about the writer's background and knowledge.

o Recognize the author’s purpose. Authors generally write to entertain, inform, call to ac-
tion, or reflect on experiences. Notice the author’s choice of words and the details he or she
includes. These clues will help you determine an author’s purpose. Then judge whether the
writer has achieved his or her purpose.

o Evaluate the author's message. When you evaluate an author’s message, you make a
judgment about how effectively a writer has proven his or her point. First, identify the
writer's message. Then, look to see whether this message has been thoroughly supported
by facts and details. Also, consider whether the writer is qualified to write on that subject.

o Distinguish fact from opinion. It's important to distinguish facts from opinions.
Fact: A statement that can be proven true by consulting a reliable source.
Opinion: A belief that is based on a writer's attitude or values.

Directions: Read the following passage from Norman Denny’s and Josephine Filmer-Sankey's
“The Bayeux Tapestry,” and use the reading strategies to increase your comprehension. In the
margin, note where you understand the author’s bias, recognize the author’s purpose, evaluate
the author’s message, and distinguish fact from opinion. Finally, summarize your response to
the passage on the lines provided.

from “The Bayeux Tapestry” by Norman Denny and
Josephine Filmer-Sankey

The following passage describes the making and movements of one
of the world’s first comic strips—a tapestry that tells the story of the
Norman invasion of England.

The Bayeux Tapestry is a very old version of what we are apt to
think of as a modern thing. Itis a strip-cartoon, one of the earliest and
certainly the greatest that is known to us, and it was made within a
few years of the tremendous historical event it records: the Norman
invasion of England, which took place just nine centuries ago.

The French still call it “Queen Matilda’s Tapestry”—La Tapisserie
de la Reine Matilde. Matlida was the wife of Duke William of Nor-
mandy, "William the Conqueror,” and she became Queen of England
after the Conquest. For a long time she was believed to be the de-
signer and maker of the tapestry, but now we know that this was not
the case. It was made to the order of Bishop Odo, William's half-
brother, to be hung in Odo’s Cathedral at Bayeux, a little town in
Normandy some ten miles from the sea.

Bishop Odo ordered it to be made, but there is no reason to sup-
pose that he had any share in its making. For the design, an artist was
needed. We do not know who he was; but that he was a great artist is
proved by the splendid life and vigor of his drawings, the skill with
which he told the story, and the picture he has given us of the life of
the time.
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