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“The Night the Bed Fell” by James Thurber (text page 279)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Prefix ex-

A. DrectioNs: In each sentence, replace the phrase in parentheses with one of the following

words beginning in ex-, meaning “out.”

excavate exceptional

1. After working for a full day, many people are (tired out)

The builders planned to (dig out)

exhausted

exiled extend

the hill in order to make the tunnel.

The traitor was (sent out}

The school board decided to (stretch out)

S

Dave is an (out of the ordinary)

from the country after being discovered.

classes for two more days.

student who gets straight A’s.

Using the Word Bank

fortitude

extricate

ominous allay perilous

deluge pungent culprit

B. DirecTIONS: Write the Word Bank word that completes each sentence correctly.

1. The of rain caused the river to overflow its banks.

After a robbery, detectives always search for the

The mayor tried to the residents’ fear about rising taxes.

The hikers took a walk across the old, rotted bridge.

The smell of chili sauce filled the small diner.

The robbery victims tried to

The dark clouds were an sign that a storm was approaching.
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Getting on with their lives after the accident took lots of

Recognizing Synonyms

C. Direcrtions: Circle the letter of the word that is most similar in meaning to the word in
CAPITAL LETTERS.

1. PERILOUS: a. happy b. tired c. safe d. dangerous

2. FORTITUDE: a. weakness b. honesty c. strength d. connection

3. PUNGENT: a. sharp b. silly c. serious d. light

4. EXTRICATE: a. erase b. untangle c. appear d. tangle

5. ALLAY: a. hide b. excite c. mix d. calm

6. CULPRIT: a. judge b. criminal c. jury d. lawyer
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themselves from the rope that bound them.



