Name Date

“The Third Wish” by Joan Aiken (text page 199)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Suffix -ous

Often, you can use the suffix -ous to change a noun into an adjective. For example, to de-
scribe a holiday that is filled with joy, you could use the adjective joyous. The suffix -ous means
“full of” or “characterized by.”

A. Directions: In each sentence, replace the italicized phrase with one of the following words
ending in -ous.

disastrous famous hazardous mischievous nervous wondrous
1. No one knew why the neighborhood child was so (full of mischief)
. The voyage of the Titanic turned out to be (characterized by disaster)
. Niagara Falls is a sight that is truly (full of wonder) to behold.
. Do you ever dream of becoming (characterized by fame) some day?

. A firefighter’s job is certainly one that is (full of hazards)

S U e W N

. How do you calm down when you feel (characterized by nerves) ?

Using the Word Bank

extricate composure presumptuous
rash remote malicious

B. DirecTiONs: Write the Word Bank word that best completes each sentence.

1. The hermit lived all alone in a shack in the woods.

2. It takes a person to commit a hateful crime.

3. It took the rabbit several minutes to itself from the thorny bush.
4. Don'’t be so as to think that you will definitely win the award.

5. We managed to keep our while facing the scary situation.

6. Don’t make a decision, but rather take time to think it over.

Recognizing Antonyms
C. DirecTIONS: Circle the letter of the word or phrase that is most opposite in meaning to the
word in CAPITAL LETTERS.
1. EXTRICATE
a. tangle b. wash c. deny d. listen

2. COMPOSURE
a. loss of hair  b. loss of sight c. loss of weight d. loss of control

3. PRESUMPTUOUS
a. curious b. modest c. missing d. hungry
72 Selection Support © Prentice-Hall, Inc.




Name Date

“The Third Wish” by Joan Aiken (text page 199)

Build Spelling Skills: Add the Suffix -ous

Spelling Strategy When adding -ous to a word that ends in silent e, drop the e, and
then add -ous: fame — e + ous = famous.

Exceptions: e If the word ends in ce, drop the e and add -ious: malice — e + ious =
malicious
° |f the word ends in ge, do not drop the e: outrage + ous = outrageous
o When adding -ous to a word that ends in a consonant and y, change the
y to i and add -ous: victory — y + i + ous = victorious

A. Practice: Change each word in the left column to an adjective by adding the -ous suffix. The
circled letters spell a message that tells you what you've been doing lately.

Word Adjective

1. space m
)

industry

adventure m

melody

m
harmony Q
glory m

7. envy m

8. courage m

9. fury m

10. Message:

2L L

B. Practice: Complete each sentence below by changing the word in parentheses to an adjec-
tive with an -ous suffix. Write your new word on the line.

1. Mr. Peters meets a (mystery) little man while driving in the forest.
2. The bachelor reveals that he is (desire) of a beautiful wife.

3. Mr. Peters becomes (rapture) upon seeing the beautiful Leita.

4. Soon there are (vary) indications that Leita is unhappy.

5. Leita finds life as a human less (luxury) than life as a swan.

C. Challenge: The Word Bank word presumptuous comes from the word presume and has the
-ous suffix. Yet presumptuous does not follow the rule you learned earlier about words ending
in silent e. (If it did, presume would become presumous or presumious.) In your own words,
write a rule for changing presume to presumptuous.
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Build Grammar Skills: Adjectives

An adjective is a word that modifies or describes a noun or pronoun. An adjective tells
about a noun by answering the question what kind? which one? how many? or how much?

Examples: The man asked for three wishes. (how many?)
A young, beautiful wife suddenly appeared. (what kind?)

A. Practice: Underline the adjective or adjectives in each sentence.

1. Mr. Peters drove along a straight, empty stretch of road.

. He heard strange cries coming from a distant bush.

. A great white swan suddenly changed into a little man.

. The grateful stranger granted Mr. Peters several wishes.

. Mr. Peters soon had a gorgeous wife with pretty blue-green eyes.

. Leita was an obedient woman, yet she remained an unhappy person.

. Kind Mr. Peters used a second wish to turn Leita into a swan again.

o N o o s W N

. Eventually, Mr. Peters was found dead with a withered leaf and a white feather.

B. Writing Application: Write a sentence about each topic listed below, using the adjective or
adjectives given. When you are finished, reread your sentences and underline any additional
adjectives that you used.

1. Write a sentence about the author Joan Aiken, using the adjective creative.

2. Write a sentence about Mr. Peters, using the adjectives lonely and quiet.

3. Write a sentence about Leita, using the adjective attractive.

4. Write a sentence about the forest, using the adjectives dark and rermote.

5. Write a sentence about your reaction to the story, using the adjective interesting.
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Reading for Success: Interactive Reading Strategies

Reading is like many activities in our lives—the more actively we participate, the more we get
out of it. When you get truly involved in your reading, or read interactively, you'll better remem-
ber what you read. These strategies will help you become an interactive leader.

o Predict what will happen. Look for clues or hints in the story to help you predict what is
likely to occur.

e Clarify. When you read a passage you find difficult or confusing, take the time to pause to
clarify the meaning. Try these strategies:

Reread a section slowly to find out what the author is really saying.
Ask questions to resolve the confusion.
Look up a word in the dictionary or get information from another source.

o Summarize what you have read. As you read a selection, pause occasionally to review and
restate what has happened so far. This will help you identify the most important ideas.

o Respond. Get to your own reactions by asking yourself what the selection means to you.

DirecTIONS: Read the following passage from “Margaret Bourke-White” by Carolyn Daffron, and
use the reading strategies to increase your comprehension. In the margin, note where you pre-
dict what will happen, clarify, summarize what you have read, and respond.

from “Margaret Bourke-White” by Carolyn Daffron

The following passage describes a change in attitude of photogra-
pher Margaret Bourke-White.

One morning in early 1936, photographer Margaret Bourke-White
had a nightmare. Huge, terrifying shapes rushed toward her on a
zigzag course, trying to run her down, to crush her. The faster she ran,
the more surely they bore down on her. When the dark shapes came
closer, she recognized them as the Buick cars she had photographed
during the day as part of her advertising work. The cars towered
above her, their hoods open at jagged angles as if to swallow her up,
and she awoke to find that she had fallen out of bed and was writhing
on the floor, her back strained with tension.

Bourke-White interpreted her nightmare as a sign of the serious
conflict she felt over the direction of her career. At 31, she was al-
ready a brilliantly successful photographer, famed for her pioneering
work in capturing the drama of industry. Her photographs had al-
lowed people to see the hidden beauty and majesty of steel mills,
giant factory dynamos, skyscrapers—even hog farms. Bourke-White,
the first Westerner allowed to photograph Soviet Russia, had traveled
throughout the country and the world. Her courage and single-mind-
edness were legendary: All over America, people had read about the
beautiful, dashing "girl photographer” who would dangle from high
ledges, crawl down into mine shafts where no woman (and no cam-
era) had gone before, and even stand in the path of molten steel to
get the exact picture she wanted.

Bourke-White found the mid-1930's an exciting time to be a pho-
tographer. Just a few years earlier, most photographs had been for-
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