Name Date

from In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens by Alice Walker (text page 111)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Root -nym-

A. Drections: The root -nym-, meaning “name,” is found in many English words. Complete
each sentence below with one of these words: '

anonymity: state of being unknown or unrecognized

acronym: word formed from the first letters of each word in a name or expression
synonymous: having the same meaning

homonym: two or more words that have the same sound but different meanings

1. Scubais the for “Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus.”
2. A for there is they’re or their.
3. The word large is with big.

4. Blake moved from a small town to a big city because he wanted

Using the Word Bank

mutilated vibrant anonymous profusely

radiant illuminates hindered

B. DirecTIONS: Match each word in the left column with its definition in the right column.

____ 1. profusely a. filled with light; shining brightly
— 2. illuminates b. freely or plentifully

— 3. mutilated c¢. held back

.. 4. radiant d. brightens; sheds light on
5. vibrant e. lively and energetic

____ 6. anonymous f. with no name known

7. hindered g. damaged or injured
Analogies

C. DirecTIONS: Each question below consists of a related pair of words in CAPITAL LETTERS
followed by four lettered pairs of words. Circle the letter of the pair that best expresses a rela-
tionship similar to that expressed in the pair in capital letters.

1. MUTILATED : DAMAGED :: 2. RADIANT : DIM ::
a. built : shattered a. bright : burning
b. charred : burned b. early : dawn
¢. broke : repaired c. colorful : showy
d. hurt : cried d. stormy : calm

44 Selection Support © Prentice-Hall, Inc.




Name v Date

from In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens by Alice Walker (text page 111)

Build Spelling Skills: The Root -nym-
Spelling Strategy In the root -nym-, always spell the short i sound with y, not i.

Example: anonymous

A. Practice: Complete each sentence with a word formed from the word equation in
parentheses.

1. (acro + nym) The for “as soon as possible” is ASAP.
2. (syno + nym) Jungle is a for rain forest.
3. (patro + nymic) Your is your surname, or your last name.

B. Practice: Complete each sentence by writing one of the following words on the line:
synonym, antonym, patronymic, pseudonym, homonym.

1. Alice Walker’s suggests “someone who walks.”

2. Unlike H. H. Munro, whose was “Saki,” Alice Walker writes under
her own name.

3. Alice Walker is a feminist, but she calls herself a “womanist,” a
she made up.

4. When I heard that Alice Walker was committed to animal rights, I thought the speaker
meant animals’ rites, but that didn’'t make any sense.

5. Alice Walker is also committed to vegetarianism. This means that she is opposed to its
, meat-eating.

Challenge: The Word Bank word illuminates, like the words below, comes from the root -lum-,
which means “light.” Look up the definition of each word in a dictionary. Then, on the line, write
the letter of the word to which each definition refers. Finally, write a sentence using each word.

a. luminosity b. luminous c. luminary
1. Which word refers to a celebrity who lights up the social scene?
v 2. Which word describes something shining and bright?
3. Which word refers to brightness?
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be
to

from In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens by Alice Walker (text page 111)

Build Grammar Skills: Verbs

A verb is a word that expresses action or state of being.

Verbs expressing physical action: look, dig, replant
Verbs expressing mental action: remember, care, hoped
Verbs expressing state of being: is, was, seems

Remember that some words can be verbs as well as nouns. For example, the word quilt can
a noun referring to the quilt itself (the quilt was made in 1890), or it can be a verb referring
the act of making it (the women quilt for three hours each Friday). When you're looking for

verbs in sentences, look for the word that expresses action or state of being.

A.

Practice: Underline the verb in each sentence. On the line, indicate whether it expresses a

physical action, a mental action, or a state of being.

1.

2
3
4
5

B.

Alice Walker’'s mother made all of her family's clothing.

. During the day, she labored beside her husband in the fields.

. She planned her gardens with great imagination.

. Some evenings, she divided clumps of bulbs.

. Alice Walker is respectful of the artist in her mother.

Writing Application: Use each of the following verbs in a complete sentence about this ex-

cerpt from In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens.

1.

decorated

. thought

. was

. writes

. S€eems
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Reading for Success: Interactive Reading Strategies

Interactive Reading is a process through which you get involved with what you are reading.
Use the following reading strategies to get involved with the ideas, images, and information pre-
sented in the text.

e Set a Purpose for Reading. Determine your reason for reading, and look for details in
your reading that help you meet your purpose.

o Relate to Your Own Experience. Find ways that your experiences relate to those of the
writer or the characters. Think about how the author's views and feelings are similar to your
own.

o Ask Questions. Make the rereading an active experience by asking questions and trying to
answer them as you read. Ask why characters behave as they do, what causes events to
happen, or why the writer includes certain information.

o Paraphrase. Paraphrasing is simply restating in your own words. When you paraphrase
sentences or paragraphs, you make their meaning clear to yourself.

Directions: Read the following passage from “Lego” by David Owen, and apply the reading
strategies to interact with the text. In the margin, note where you set a purpose, relate your ex-
perience, and ask questions.

“Lego” by David Owen

Growing up in Queens in the sixties and seventies, Francie Berger
knew exactly what she wanted from life: more Lego building bricks.
She received her first set, a gift from her parents, when she was three.
Gradually, she added to her holdings. She liked to build houses and
wished that she could build bigger ones. As a teenager, she began
writing to Lego Systems, Inc., and the American division of the
toy's Danish manufacturer to ask if she could order, say, two million
standard red bricks. The company said that she could not. In
college—where she majored in architecture—figuring that building
real houses was the adult occupation that came closest to her favorite
activity—she wrote more letters. At some point, it occurred to her
that she might be able to get a job at Lego itself. She began calling
the company on a monthly basis, and she stopped by its headquar-
ters in Enfield, Connecticut. "By then,” Berger recalls, “they knew
who | was.” The person who was dispatched to get rid of her told her
to send a resume, by mail, after graduation. Undeterred, she spent
part of her senior year using Lego bricks to build a scale model of a
farm. The model served both as her senior thesis and as a job appli-
cation. Seeing no way out, Lego hired her, in 1984, for a three-week
trial period. She has been with the company ever since and is perhaps
the most satisfied worker in the history of employment.

Berger's job is building things out of Lego bricks. Her works in-
clude the six-foot-tall, red-bearded pirate that stands in the Lego de-
partment of F.A.O. Schwarz, on Fifth Avenue, and the six-foot-tall
roller coaster, part of an animal amusement park in the window of
Toys "R” Us in Herald Square. They also include the thirteen-foot-tall
(and twenty-seven-and-a-half-foot-wide) replica of the United States

© Prentice-Hall, Inc. Selection Support 47



