Name Date

“Popocatepetl and Ixtlaccihuatl” by Juliet Piggott (text page 811)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Prefix be-

The prefix be- means “make happen.” For example, the word becalm means “to make calm.”
The word befriend means “to make a friend of.”

A. DirectioNs: In each sentence, replace the italicized phrase with one of the following words:

befogged become bedazzled bejeweled

1. The selfish man would (come to be) generous in his old age.

The audience was (made dazzled) by the magician’s tricks.

2.
3. Never try to drive your car when your windshield is (made foggy)
4.

The designer fashioned a fancy (made with jewels) belt.

Using the Word Bank

besieged decreed relished brandishing

unanimous refute routed edifice

B. DirecTIONS: Write the Word Bank word that best completes each sentence.

1. The new took up an entire block in the downtown area.

2. The actors the audience’s thunderous applause.

3. The president was with requests from lots of different people.
4. The better team its opponent in the championship game.

5. The bank robber was Caughf on camera his gun.

6. The king that all males over twenty-one must join his army.

7. After the professor explained his theory, critics attempted to it.
8. The bill passed by a vote of 100 to O.

Recognizing Antonyms

C. Directions: Circle the letter of the word most opposite in meaning to the word in CAPITAL
LETTERS.

1. RELISHED: a. loved b. hated c. insulted d. praised

2. REFUTE: a. accept b. deny c. loan d. borrow

3. ROUTED: a. dug b. found c. corrected d. lost

4. BRANDISHING: a. writing b. appearing c. hiding d. apologizing
5. UNANIMOUS: a. divided b. together c. doubtful d. nasty
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Build Spelling Skills: Long e Words With ie

Spelling Strategy In most words having a long e sound spelled with i and e, the combi-
nation is ie, not ei. However, if the i and e follow a ¢, the combination is then ei.

Examples: field receive

There are some exceptions to the rule “i before e except after ¢ .” When in doubt, consult a

dictionary.
Exceptions: leisure neither either seize protein weird
A. Practice: Fill in the missing letters i and e in each word. Then write the entire word.
l.s____ge 6. n__ __ ther
2. rec _ __pt 7.p____ce
3.n____ce 8.1____sure
4. th__ _ f 9y___1d
5. conc __ __ ted 10. prot __ _n
B. Practice: In each sentence, find a word or words with the letters i and e together. If a word

is misspelled, cross it out and write it correctly. If the word is spelled correctly, write C above it.
The first one is done for you.

1

2

3.

9.

10

believed

. “Popocatepetl and Ixtlaccihuatl” is a legend that people once beleived to be true.

. The Emperor initially refused to yeild in his insistence that his daughter never marry.
Later, however, he changed his mind after his land was beseiged by the enemy.

. He decreed that whoever defeated the enemy would receive Ixtla’s hand in marriage.

. Each of the concieted warriors wished to prove himself worthy of the beautiful Ixtla.

. The Emperor’s soldiers marched bravely onto the battlefeild and fought hard.

. They raised their sheilds to protect themselves from enemy spears.

During the long and feindish battle, Popo proved himself the best warrior.

However, some jealous warriors decieved the Emperor by saying Popo had been killed.

. Upon hearing the news, Ixtla was seized by an illness and quickly died.

Challenge: The Word Bank word routed becomes the word roused when you change a single

let

ter. What other words can you make by changing a single letter in the word routed? Make a

list. Then compare it with a classmate’s.
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Build Grammar Skills: Commas With Interrupters

An interrupter in a sentence is a word or phrase that helps relate ideas to one another but
is not essential to the meaning of the sentence. An interrupter in the middle of a sentence is al-
ways set off with commas.

Example: The program, by the way, lasts one hour without intermission.

A. Practice: Write each of the following sentences, inserting commas where necessary to set off
interrupters.

1. Popocatepetl for your information means “smoking mountain.”

2. To the north there stood and still stands a second volcano.

3. The legend of Popo and Ixtla I might add is quite beautiful.

4. Ixtla’s father was no doubt a man who had good intentions.

U1

. His good intentions however had a negative effect on his daughter.

6. The truth about Popo unfortunately never reached Ixtla in time.

7. Ixtla's love was so great that news of Popo’s death believe it or not killed her.

8. The mournful Popo bless him watched over her grave after that.

B. Writing Application: Imagine you were Popo or Ixtla. Write sentences that describe your
feelings. Include the interrupters below in your sentences, and use commas to set them off.

1. without a doubt

of course

sadly

2.
3. however
4.
5.

incidentally
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Reading for Success: Strategies for Reading Folk Literature

When you read a legend, myth, or folk tale, ask yourself these questions: Who is important?
What did he or she do? Why did it matter? Where and when did the events happen? What may
happen next? In addition, use these strategies to help increase your comprehension of the work.

o Identify cultural context. Read accompanying notes to better understand the culture from
which the work originated. Also look for details that suggest how the people lived and what
they found important, and use them as cultural clues.

e Reread or read ahead. Skim the story for the names of places and characters. If you don't
understand a certain passage, reread it to look for connections among the words and sen-
tences. In addition, read ahead, because a word or idea may be clarified further on.

¢ Predict. Look for clues to help you make predictions, or make educated guesses, about
how events will unfold. Revise your predictions as you encounter new information.

o Recognize the storyteller’'s purpose. Remember that people used these tales to commu-
nicate shared beliefs and explain their world. Try to identify the original storyteller’s audi-
ence. Knowing that a legend was told by community elders to youngsters, for example, will
help you determine that its purpose was to teach cultural values.

Directions: Read the following passage from “The Gift of Athena” by William F. Russell, and
use the reading strategies to increase your comprehension. In the margin, note where you iden-
tify cultural context, reread or read ahead, predict, and recognize the storyteller's purpose.
Finally, write your response to the passage on the lines provided.

from “The Gift of Athena” by William F. Russell

The following passage describes the mythical founding of the Greek
city of Athens.

It happened that Zeus, the king and ruler of all the gods, had
found a spot on earth that appeared to be absolutely ideal for the
building of a noble city; indeed, he foresaw that the city that would
be built there would someday become the noblest city on earth.
Well, you can imagine that all the gods and goddesses wanted this
city for their own, and you would be right. But the two who wanted it
most of all were Athena, the goddess of wisdom, and Poseidon, the
god of seas and rivers. Now, Athena was one of Zeus’s daughters,
and so you might expect that her father would honor her request, but
Poseidon was great Zeus's brother, and Zeus did not want to disap-
point him, either. Poseidon appealed to Zeus, saying that this loca-
tion would provide the city with the greatest natural harbor in all the
world and destine it to be a great seaport. Therefore, as god of the
sea, it was only right that he, Poseidon, should be its chief god. But
Athena argued just as earnestly that the greatness of this city would
not lie in its commerce but rather in the respect its people would
someday have for art and learning. As goddess of wisdom, therefore,
she should be its guardian.

Zeus, at last, decided upon a way to end this quarrel and to
choose, fairly, between the two. He called for a great council to be
held at the very site of the new city, and there, with all the gods and
goddesses arrayed before him, Zeus spoke from his golden throne in
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