Name Date

“The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat”
by Isaac Bashevis Singer (text page 5)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Prefix pro-

In “The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat,” a char-
acter has teeth that protruded. The word protruded is formed by adding the prefix pro-, which
means “forward,” “before,” or “in front of,” to the word part trude, which means “jut out.” There-
fore, protruded means “jutted out in front of.”

A. DirectioNs: Read the definition of each word. Then, write a sentence using the word.

1. progress: move forward

2. prognosis: prediction of the future course of an illness

3. propel: drive or push forward or ahead

4. proceed: advance; move ahead

Using the Word Bank

protruded enthralled anguish
console afflicted vanity

B. DrecTiONS: Use a word from the Word Bank to complete each of the following sentences.

1. Someone with cares too much about his or her appearance.
2. A mirror from the peddlar’s sack.
3. After purchasing the mirror, the family acted strangely, as if by an

odd kind of disease.

4. When they first sighted the mirror among the peddlar’s items for sale, the family was

by it.
5. After purchasing the mirror, the Skiba family felt rather than joy.
6. To his suffering wife and daughters, Jan returned the mirror.

C. Direcrtions: Circle the letter of the word that is closest in meaning to the word in CAPITAL
LETTERS.

1. COVER: 2. DRIVE:
a. project a. proclaim
b. promise b. propel
c. protect c. profess
d. profit d. program
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Name Date

“The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat”
by Isaac Bashevis Singer (text page 5)
Build Spelling Skills: The gw sound spelled -gu-

Spelling Strategy In Isaac Bashevis Singer's folk tale, the Skiba family members were in an-
guish after seeing their reflections. Notice that the gw sound you hear in anguish is spelled gu.
e The gw sound is often spelled gu: language

A. Practice: Complete each of the defined words by adding gu in the blank. Then, use the
words to complete the sentences that follow. Write each word on the line.

acamole, a dip made with mashed avocado

lin ist, one who studies languages

lin ine, pasta noodles in narrow, flat strips

La ardia, last name of a former mayor of New York City
lan ish, to lose health; to become weak

ava, a small, yellowish tropical fruit

Uru ay, a South American country south of Brazil
1. The small child seemed to from the flu.
2. The speaks eight 1ai1guages.
3. Airport was named after a mayor of New York City.
4. 1 prefer to spaghetti.
5. The dip tastes great with corn chips.
6. Jodi visited last summer.
7. juice is sweet and refreshing.

B. Practice: Use the following word parts to complete each unfinished word in the sentences
below. Word parts may be used more than once. The first sentence is done for you.

-tinguished -lingual -uana -guished
1. Isaac Bashevis Singer grew up bilingual, speaking Yiddish and Polish.

2. Learning English made him tri

3. Adis writer, Singer won a Nobel prize.

4. In Singer’s story, the cat, never having seen her reflection, would not have known if she
had been an ig

5. So discouraged were the women by their reflections in the mirror that they
lan and stopped doing chores.

6. The Skiba’s happiness vanished from their home like a flame ex
by water.
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Name Date

“The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat”
by Isaac Bashevis Singer (text Page 5)

Build Grammar Skills: Nouns

Nouns are words that name people, animals, places, things, feelings, and ideas. “The Cat
Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat” includes many different
kinds of nouns.

Examples of nouns: In their anguish, both the dog and cat stopped eating.
Noun naming feelings: anguish
Nouns naming animals: dog, cat

A. Practice: On the lines provided, write all of the nouns in the each of the following sentences
and indicate whether each noun names a person, animal, place, thing, idea, or feeling. Be care-
ful not to include pronouns, such as he, she, him, her, they. The first one has been done for
you.

1. They asked the peddler his price and he said a half gulden, which was a lot of money.
peddler (person), price (idea), gulden (thing), money (thing)

2. The dog chased rabbits and the cat hunted mice.

3. From his sack the peddler drew yellow beads, false pearls, tin earrings, brooches, rings,
colorful kerchiefs, and other trinkets.

4. A mirror set in a wooden frame enthralled the women of the house most.

5. Once there was a poor peasant, Jan Skiba by name.

6. One daughter discovered that her nose was too short and too broad.

7. The young women were afflicted with the vanity of girls who live in the city.

B. Writing Application: Write a sentence using each of the following nouns from “The Cat Who
Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat.”

1. rage

2. week

3. space

4. danger
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Name Date

Reading for Success: Literal Comprehension Strategies

Literal comprehension is a basic understanding of the writer’s words and ideas. The follow-
ing reading strategies will help to increase your literal comprehension of a selection:

e Break down long sentences.
o Read a sentence in groups of meaningful words, not word by word.

o Find the subject and key words that tell you about the subject. The subject and the words
that tell you about it are not always together.

o Apply word identification strategies. Divide unfamiliar words into syllables to find famil-
iar word parts.

e Use context to determine meaning. Use the context, or surrounding words and phrases,
to find clues to the meaning of an unfamiliar word.

o Reread or read ahead. Reread a confusing or difficult passage. Read ahead, keeping in
mind any guestions you have. A detail you don't understand may become clear later on.

Dmrecrions: Read the following passage from another story by Isaac Bashevis Singer, “Utzel and
His Daughter, Poverty,” and use the reading strategies to increase your comprehension. In the
margins, note where you break down long sentences, apply word identification strategies, use
context to determine meaning, and reread or read ahead.

from “Utzel and His Daughter, Poverty”
by Isaac Bashevis Singer
The following passage is the beginning of the story about a very
lazy man, named Ultzel, and his daugher, Poverty.

Once there was a man named Utzel. He was very poor and even
more lazy. Whenever anyone wanted to give him a job to do, his an-
swer was always the same: "Not today.”

“Why not today?” he was asked. And he always replied, “Why not
tomorrow?”

Utzel lived in a cottage that had been built by his great-grand-
father. The thatched roof needed mending, and although the holes let
the rain in, they did not let the smoke from the stove out. Toadstools
grew on the crooked walls and the floor had rotted away. There had
been a time when mice lived there, but now there weren’t any be-
cause there was nothing for them to eat. Utzel's wife had starved to
death, but before she died she had given birth to a baby girl. The
name Utzel gave his daughter was very fitting. He called her Poverty.

Utzel loved to sleep and each night he went to bed with the chick-
ens. In the moming he would complain that he was tired from so
much sleeping and so he went to sleep again. When he was not
sleeping, he lay on his broken-down cot, yawning and complaining.
He would say to his daughter, “Other people are lucky. They have
money without working. | am cursed.”

Utzel was a small man, but as his daughter, Poverty, grew, she
spread out in all directions. She was tall, broad, and heavy. At fifteen
she had to lower her head to get through the doorway. Her feet were
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the size of a man’s and puffy with fat. The villagers maintained that
the lazier Utzel got, the more Poverty grew.

Utzel loved nobody, was jealous of everybody. He even spoke with
envy of cats, dogs, rabbits, and all creatures who didn’t have to work
for a living. Yes, Utzel hated everybody and everything, but he
adored his daughter. He daydreamed that a rich young man would
fall in love with her, marry her, and provide for his wife and his father-
in-law. But not a young man in the village showed the slightest inter-
est in Poverty. When her father reproached the girl for not making
friends and not going out with young men, Poverty would say, “How
can | go out in rags and bare feet?”

One day Utzel learned that a certain charitable society in the vil-
lage loaned poor people money, which they could pay back in small
sums over a long period. Lazy as he was, he made a great effort—got
up, dressed, and went to the office of the society. “| would like to
borrow five gulden,” he said to the official in charge.

“"What do you intend to do with the money?” he was asked. "We
lend money only for useful purposes.”

“| want to have a pair of shoes made for my daughter,” Utzel ex-
plained. "If Poverty has shoes, she will go out with the young people
of the village and some wealthy young man will surely fall in love with
her. When they get married, | will be able to pay back the five
gulden.”

The official thought it over. The chances of anyone falling in love
with Poverty were very small. Utzel, however, looked so miserable
that the official decided to give him the loan. He asked Utzel to sign a
promissory note and gave him five gulden.

Utzel had tried to order a pair of shoes for his daughter a few
months before. Sandler the shoemaker had gone so far as to take
Poverty’'s measurements, but the shoemaker had wanted his money in
advance. From the charitable society Utzel went directly to the shoe-
maker and asked weather he still had Poverty’s measurements.

“And supposing | do?” Sandler replied. "My price is five gulden
and | still want my money in advance.”

Utzel took out the five gulden and handed them to Sandler. The
shoemaker opened a drawer and after some searching brought out
the order for Poverty’s shoes. He promised to deliver the new shoes
in a week, on Friday.

Utzel, who wanted to surprise his daughter, did not tell her about
the shoes. The following Friday, as he lay on his cot yawning and
complaining, there was a knock on the door and Sandler came in car-
rying the new shoes. When Poverty saw the shoemaker with a pair of
shiny new shoes in his hand, she cried out in joy. The shoemaker
handed her the shoes and told her to try them on. But, alas, she
could not get them on her puffy feet. In the months since the mea-
surements had been taken, Poverty's feet had become even larger
than they were before. Now the girl cried out in grief.
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Name Date

“The Cat Who Thought She Was a Dog and the Dog Who Thought He Was a Cat”
by Isaac Bashevis Singer (text page 5)

Literary Focus: The Moral of a Story

Some folk tales, especially fables, end with a moral, or lesson in living. Fables with morals
may have originated with Aesop, a slave in ancient Greece. According to legend, Aesop told his
famous fables to convey messages and advice to his master. Because it was not a slave's place
to advise his master directly, Aesop’s message or lesson was implied by what happened to the
characters in the fable. At the end of his tale, Singer states the moral through the words of the
local priest, who is the final authority on morals in the village.

A. DirecTIONS: Below is a list of morals followed by summaries of three stories. On the lines
provided, match each of the morals to one of the summaries. Note that there is one extra
moral.

Morals

Don't judge worth solely by appearance.

There is no honor among thieves.

Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do today.
Treat others as you would have them treat you.

1. The manager of a business pays his assistant poorly and treats him badly. In time, the assistant in-
herets a large sum of money and buys the business. He then treats the manager as he was treated.

Moral

2. Two neighbors visit the same horse breeder to buy horses. One neighbor buys a stunning white
stallion. The other buys an unattractive, dirt-colored mare who is very spirited. The two neighbors
enter their horses in a race. The dirt-colored mare wins the race and a large cash prize.

Moral

3. A cocker spaniel and a boxer see a collie bury some bones. That night, the cocker spaniel and the
boxer dig up the collie's bones. They carry them into the woods and bury them where no one will
find them. The next night, the cocker spaniel sneaks to the hiding place to take all the bones for
himself. The bones are all gone.

Moral

B. Directions: On the lines below, write a moral for the following story.

lan was thinking about a job interview scheduled the next day with the manager of a local
supermarket. The thought of supermarket work didnt appeal to lan, but he wanted a part-time
job to earn spending money. Suddenly, he heard his neighbor, Mr. Watson, call out: “lan,
would you do me a big favor and finish weeding my flower beds? | think I've sprained my
wrist.” lan didn't feel like working just then, but he decided to help his neighbor. A little later,
as lan pulled out the last stubborn weed, he realized that he really had enjoyed working out-
doors, which made the prospect of working at the supermarket seem especially grim. Then,
Mr. Watson walked up.”lan,” he said, “you did a great job. How would you like to take care of
my yard over the summer, doing things like weeding, trimming bushes, and mowing the lawn?
I'll pay you by the hour.” lan replied, “Great! I'd love to!" and his job search was over.
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Name Date

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (text page 15)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Suffix -ness

The suffix -ness means “the quality or condition of.” It changes an adjective into a noun. For
example, the word nervousness is formed by adding the suffix -ness to the adjective nervous.

A. DirecTIONS: Change the italicized word in each sentence into a noun by adding the suffix
-ness. Then write a related sentence using the new word. The first one has been done for you.

1. Jing-mei did not understand why her mother was so eager to make her a prodigy.

Jing-mei found her mother’s eagerness to make her a prodigy annoying.

2. Jing-mei's mother did not dwell on her sad losses in China.

3. Jing-mei's mother admired the clever prodigies on television.

4 After her failed performance, Jing-mei was frightened because her mother seemed hopeless.

5. In a kind gesture, Jing-mei's mother gave her daughter the piano.

6. As frank as ever, she told Jing-mei, “You just not trying.”

Using the Word Bank

prodigy reproach mesmerizing sauciness

conspired debut devastated fiasco

B. DIREcTIONS: Match each word in the left column with its definition in the right column. Write
the letter of the definition on the line next to the word it defines.

____ 1. prodigy a. hypnotizing

___  2.reproach b. planned together secretly

____ 3. mesmerizing c¢. a child of unusually high talent
____ 4. sauciness d. first performance in public
____ 5. conspired e. a complete failure

____ 6.debut f. disgrace; blame

____ 7. devastated g. boldness; spirit

___ 8.fiasco h. destroyed; completely upset
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Name Date

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (text page 15)

Build Spelling Skills: Adding Suffixes to Words Ending in y

Spelling Strategy The word sauciness in the Word Bank is formed by adding the suffix
-ness to the base word saucy. Notice that the letter y in saucy is changed to i in sauciness.

o Whenever you add a suffix to words ending in y preceded by a consonant, change
the y to i Do not change the y to i if the suffix begins with an i.

saucy + -ness = sauciness
identify + -ing = identifying

¢ Whenever you add a suffix to words ending in y preceded by a vowel, do not
change the yto i

enjoy + -ment = enjoyment

A. Practice: Add the indicated suffix to each word. Write the new word on the line.

1. lazy + -ness 6. supply + -ing
2. pry + -ing 7. soggy + -est

3. mercy + -ful 8. handy + -er

4. steady + -ing 9. party + -ed

5. annoy + -ance 10. employ + -able

B. Practice: Complete the following paragraph by adding the indicated suffix to each given
word and writing the new word in the blank.

The mother (try + -ed) to force her daughter to be a prodigy in
various fields, from the (petty + -ness) of memorizing state capi-
tals to the {lofty + -ness) of (play + -ing)
the piano. After being (notify + -ed) that she would be (study
+ -ing) piano, the young daughter met her piano teacher. The
elderly instructor wasn't the (spry + -est) of individuals. He was
deaf, and the daughter’s {testy + -ness) over having to submit to

piano lessons led her to play carelessly and with (sloppy + -ness)

making errors her teacher couldn’t hear.

Challenge: Using at least six of the following words, write a paragraph of three or four sen-
tences on a topic of your choice. Be sure to add the indicated suffix to each word before using it
in your paragraph.

funny + -er enjoy + -able fly + -ing hurry + ed supply + -ing
try + -ed handy + -est heavy + -er likely + -est dry + -ed

8 Selection Support © Prentice-Hall, Inc.



Name Date

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (text page 15)

Build Grammar Skills: Common and Proper Nouns

Because “Two Kinds” includes a variety of characters and places, it contains many proper
nouns. Proper nouns name specific people, places, things, and ideas. “Two Kinds” also con-
tains many common nouns, or general names for people, places, things, and ideas. Proper
nouns are capitalized, and common nouns are not.

A. Practice: In the following sentences from “Two Kinds,” the author uses both proper nouns
and common nouns to refer to the same persons or things. Each of the sentences contains a
person or thing that is named by both a common noun and a proper noun. The common nouns
are underlined. On the lines provided, write the common nouns and proper nouns that name
the same person or thing. The first one is done for you.

1. Auntie Lindo’s daughter, Waverly, who was about my age, was standing farther down the
wall about five feet away.

Common noun: daughter Proper noun: Waverly

2. Mr. Chong was a retired piano teacher and my mother had traded housecleaning services
for weekly lessens and a piano for me to practice on every day, two hours a day, from four
until six.

Common noun: Proper noun:

3. And then one day I heard my mother and her friend Lindo Jong both talking in a loud
bragging tone of voice so others could hear.

Common noun: Proper noumn:

4. She would present new tests, taking her examples from stories of amazing children she
had read in Ripley’s Believe It or Not, or Good Houselkeeping, Reader’s Digest, and a dozen
other magazines she kept in a pile in our bathroom.

Common noun: Proper noumn:

5. T opened the Schumann book to the dark little piece I had played at the recital. It was on
the left-hand side of the page, “Pleading Child.”

Common noumn: Proper noumn:

6. And for the first time, or so it seemed, I noticed the piece on the right-hand side. It was
called “Perfectly Contented.”

Common noun: Proper noumn:

B. Writing Application: Rewrite the following sentences, replacing the common nouns with
proper nouns to give more specific information. You may need to make other changes.

1. The girl lived in the city.

2. The piano teacher told the girl to practice.

3. Her aunt and uncle enjoyed listening to the girl perform.
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Name

Date

Reading Strategy: Apply

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (text page 15)

Jord Identification Strategies

When you encounter unfamiliar words, use word identification strategies, such as breaking
words into syllables and familiar word parts, to help you determine their meanings. Suppose the
word unspeakable, for example, proves difficult for you. By looking inside the word, you can find
the familiar one-syllable word spealc, combined with the prefix un- and the suffix -able. You can
figure out that the word unspeakable means “not able to be spoken or discussed.”

Directions: Use the chart below to show how word identification strategies can help a reader
make sense of unfamiliar words from the story. In the left column, you will find a word from
the story. In the second column, write the shortest word you find within the word to the left. In
the third column, write the other word parts, such as prefixes and suffixes, that you find.
Then, figure out the meaning of the entire word, write the meaning in the fourth column, and
verify the meaning in the dictionary. The first row is completed for you.

2. impatient

3. ungrateful

4. invisible

5. unreachable

6. disproved

7. review

8. nervousness

9. humorous

10. forgiveness

SHORTER OTHER WORD
WORD WORD PARTS MEANING
1. envisioned vision en-, -ed pictured in the mind
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Name Date

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (text page 15)

Literary Focus: Characters’ Motives

Characters’ motives, or the emotions and goals that drive characters to act, often create the
conflict in a story. Two or more characters may have conflicting goals, or conflicting ways of ap-
proaching a shared goal. In many stories, the plot and events are created by the actions char-
acters are motivated to take. Sometimes characters are motivated by emotions that may set
them at cross purposes with their true goals.

DirecTioNs: Each of the following excerpts from the story states or hints at motives for one of
the actions shown in the chart below. Complete the chart by writing the number of the excerpt
that states or suggests a motive for the character's action. The first one is done for you.

Motives
1. And | could sense her anger rising to its breaking point. | wanted to see it spill over.

2. | was filled with a sense that | would soon become perfect. My mother and father would
adore me. | would be beyond reproach.

3. And after seeing my mother's disappointed face once again, something inside of me
began to die.

4. | saw the offer as a sign of forgiveness, a tremendous burden removed.
5. | won't let her change me, | promised myself. | won't be what I'm not.

6. Only ask you be your best. For your sake.

CHARACTER WHO CHARACTER'S

ACTION TOOK THE ACTION MOTIVE
1. Tries to be a prodigy Jing-mei 2
2. Pushes her daughter to be a prodigy Jing-mei ‘s mother
3. Stops trying to be a prodigy Jing-mei
4. Deliberately does not try to achieve and

resists her mother's efforts to drill her. Jing-mei
5. Wishes herself dead and mentions

the dead twins Jing-mei’s mother
6. Offers daughter the piano Jing-mei’s mother
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Name Date

from Song of Myself by Walt Whitman (text page 30)
“I'm Nobody” by Emily Dickinson (text page 31)
“Me” by Walter de la Mare (text page 32)

Build Vocabulary

Related Words: Forms of equal
Song of Myselfincludes the word equal, which means “the same” or “having the same mea-
sure or value.” Related forms of equal include the following:

equalize—"to make the same in number, measure, or value”
equally— "in the same way, or to the same measure or extent”

A. DrecTIONSs: Choose the form of equal that best completes each sentence.
equally equalize equality

1. In a nation in which all citizens enjoy true , poets are allowed
to express themselves freely about important issues.

2. Poetry can be enjoyed by young and old alike.

3. To everyone’s access to great poetry, librarians must
continue to add books to their poetry collections.

Using the Word Bank

B. Dm:ecTIONs: Match each word in the left column with its definition in the right column. Write
the letter of the definition on the line next to the word it defines.

assume loaf content equal
banish bog forlorn

1. assume a. of the same amount

. 2. loaf b. alone and miserable

. 3. content c. believe to be a fact

. 4.equal d. small marsh or swamp

__ 5. banish e. spend time idly

— 6.bog f. happy enough

7. forlorn g. send away; exile

C. Directions: On the lines, write the word that best completes each sentence.

1. Rather than be constantly productive, Whitman is happy to

a. bog b. forlorn C. assume d. loaf

2. Emily Dickinson is perfectly to be Nobody.
a. forlorn b. content c. equal d. banish

3. You can that being himself is just fine with Walter de la Mare.
a. loaf b. banish c. assume d. content
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Name Date

from Song of Myself by Walt Whitman (text page 30)
“I'm Nobody” by Emily Dickinson (text page 31)
“Me” by Walter de la Mare (text page 32)

Build Spelling Skills: The kw sound spelled qu

Spelling Strategy The kw sound, which you hear in equal, is almost always spelled qu.
One of the exceptions is the word cuisine, meaning “the food or manner of preparing food in
a given culture.”

A. Practice: On each line, complete the word that contains the kw sound spelled qu and fits
the definition. In the first three items, part of the word is given. For the last three items, you
must supply the whole word.

iver to shake or tremble
tet a group of four musicians
easy nauseated or sick to the stomach

the sound made by a duck

one fourth of a gallon

a shaking of the crust of the earth

2L

B. Practice: Complete each sentence with a word from the following list that matches the
definition in parenthesis.

quarrel quarter qualities quizzes quoted

1. Walt Whitman’s famous lines are often {repeated) by speak-

ers and other writers.

2. For his poems, he invented a self with some (traits) that were

different from his own.

3. During her lifetime, Emily Dickinson published fewer than a (fourth)

of the poems she wrote.

4. You may have answered questions about her poems on short tests

5. Whether it is better to be a famous person or a nobody could be the topic of a long (argu-

ment or dispute)

Challenge Many words that begin with qu are formed from the Latin root quadr, meaning
“four.” Divide each of the following words into parts. If the parts are familiar, use them to try to
determine the meaning of the word. Look up unfamiliar words in a dictionary. Then, for each
word, write a sentence that shows an understanding of the word's meaning.

1. quadruple

2. quadriceps

3. quadruped
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Name Date

from Song of Myself by Walt Whitman (text page 30)
“I'm Nobody” by Emily Dickinson (text page 31)
“Me” by Walter de la Mare (text page 32)

ild Grammar Skills: General and Specific

General nouns name a broad category of items. Specific nouns name a narrower category.
The following excerpt from “Me” includes an example of both kinds of noun.

Like a flower, / For its hour / A primrose . . .

General noun: flower
Specific noun: primrose

It is important to note that some general nouns are more general than others, and some spe-
cific nouns are more specific than others. For example, the noun plant is more general than
flower, and the noun Chinese primrose is more specific than primrose.

A. Practice: In the following sentences, identify the noun that is more general and the noun that
is more specific. Write the nouns in the spaces provided. The first one has been done for you.

1. Many poems qualify as great literature.

More general: literature More specific: poems

2. They often express feelings such as love.

More general: More specific:

3. They may describe qualities such as beauty.

More general: More specific:

4. They may narrate events such as battles.

More general: More specific:

5. These three poets were all great writers.

More general: i More specific:

B. Writing Application: Rewrite each of the following sentences, replacing the nouns in paren-
theses with more specific nouns. You may need to change a few other words. For help, use the
information under “Meet the Authors” on page 28 of your textbook.

1. Poets create images with words as (artists) create (pictures) with brushes.

2. During the Civil War, Walt Whitman nursed wounded (people}, including his (relative).
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Name Date

from Song of Myself by Walt Whitman (text page 30)
“I'm Nobody” by Emily Dickinson (text page 31)
“Me” by Walter de la Mare (text page 32)

Reading Strategy: Read Poetry According to Punctuation

Whether you are reading poetry aloud or hearing the voice of the speaker as you read
silently, read according to punctuation. Pausing or stopping with punctuation brings out the
meaning, but pausing simply because a line ends can interrupt the flow of meaning. Pause
briefly at commas, dashes, or ellipses, and pause for a longer time at end marks such as peri-
ods, question marks, and exclamation marks. In your mind, you should hear questions sound
like questions and exclamations boldly stressed.

Directions: Read the two poems below. Write 1 at each point where you should pause briefly.
Write 2 wherever you should pause for a longer time.

from Song of Myself

| celebrate myself,
And what | assume you shall assume,
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.

I loat and invite my soul,
I lean and loaf at my ease . . . observing a spear of summer grass.

) (-] ©

| exist as | am, that is enough,
If no other in the world be aware | sit content,
And if each and all be aware | sit content.

One world is aware, and by far the largest to me, and that is myself,
And whether | come to my own today or in ten thousand or ten million years,
| can cheerfully take it now, or with equal cheerfulness | can wait.

‘5Me”

Aslong as | live

I shall always be

My Self—and no other,
Just me.

Like a tree.

Like a willow or elder,
An aspen, a thorn,
Or a cypress forlorn,

Like a flower,

For its hour

A primrose, a pink,

Or a violet—

Sunned by the sun,

And with dewdrops wet.

Always just me.
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Name Date

from Song of Myself by Walt Whitman (text page 30)
“I'm Nobody” by Emily Dickinson (text page 31)
“Me” by Walter de la Mare (text page 32)

Literary Focus: The Speaker in Poetry

Every poem has a distinct speaker who expresses the poem’s thoughts and feelings. Even
poems that deal with similar ideas will have different speakers. In reading “Song of Myself,”
“I'm Nobody,” and “Me” you encounter speakers who deal with the similar subject of self and
identity. The speakers, however, are very different from one other. What are your impressions
of each speaker’s attitudes, personality, likes, and dislikes?

A. DirectioNs: Complete the following chart to help you identify some characteristics of these
speakers. You may not find every characteristic for each speaker.

Speaker in Speaker in Speaker in
“Song of Myself” “I'm Nobody” “Me"

Likes:

Dislikes:

Mood(s):

B. DirecTIONS: Below is a list of speaker traits. Identify those that probably describe each
speaker and those that might possibly describe each speaker. Write the letter of the trait in the
appropriate place on the chart. You may use each letter more than once, and you may assign
more than one trait to each speaker.

A. bold, confident

B. happy

C. satisfied with who speaker is

D. reserved, private

E. unhappy

Poem Probably Possibly

1. "Song of Myself” by Walt Whitman

2. “I'm Nobody"” by Emily Dickinson

3. "Me" by Walter de la Mare
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Name Date

“My Furthest-Back Person” by Alex Haley (text page 39)

Build Vocabulary

Using the Prefix un-

Adding the prefix un- to a word creates an antonym, or word that is opposite in meaning.
Example: attractive unattractive

A. DrecTIONS: Rewrite the following sentences, adding un- to the words in italics.

1. Alex Haley wondered whether the written stories of his grandmother could be proved
authentic.

2. Haley was not astonished because the results of his research had been expected.

3. The writer made progress on his book because he was interrupted for long periods of time.

Using the Word Bank

intrigue uncanny cherished

queried eminent destination

B. DirecriONs: Use a word from the Word Bank to complete each of the following sentences.

1. The book that made Alex Haley as a writer is Roots: The Saga

of an American Family.

2. Haley’s investigations in the National Archives gave him a sense of

3. To Haley, it was seeing in print the names of people

mentioned by his grandmother.

4. Haley the stories of his family history.

5. The Africa linguistic scholar Haley about the handing down

of the story through many generations.

6. Haley’s travel was the Gambia River in Africa.

C. DirecTtions: Circle the letter of the word that is the best antonym for the underlined word in
each of the following sentences.

1. The girls were uncertain about what time the television miniseries would start.
a. worried b. sure c. ignorant d. particular
2. Unfortunately, they would not be home in time to see the first episode in its entirety.

a. probably b.rarely c. luckily d. cleverly
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Name Date

“My Furthest-Back Person” by Alex Haley (text page 39)

ild Spelling Skills: Adding Prefixes

Spelling Strategy The word uncanny is formed by adding the prefix un- to the word
canny. Notice that the addition of the prefix un- does not change the spelling of the original
word canny.

o Whenever you add a prefix to a word, don't change the spelling of the base word. Notice
the following examples:

un- + afraid = unafraid re- + invent = reinvent.

A. Practice: Add the prefix to each word. Write the new word on the line.

1. re- + arrange 5. team- + mate

2. mis- + spell 6. un- + believable
3. un- + interested 7. re- + build

4. re- + educate 8. un- + necessary

B. Practice: Complete each sentence by adding the prefix to the word in parentheses and writ-
ing each new word on the line.

1. One day an (un- + fortunate) boy of the Kinte clan went to
chop wood.

2. His relatives were (un- + able) to find him after that.

3. Some (un- + kind) traders had captured him and sold him

into slavery.

4. His masters tried to (re- + name} him.

5. At one point Kinte escaped but was (re- + captured)

6. Alex Haley (re- + traced) Kinte's steps from Africa to America.

Challenge: Some words, such as the word uncanny, are formed by adding prefixes to words
that may be unfamiliar. For each item below, add the prefix re- to the given word. Then, write a
sentence using the new word. Look up the word in a dictionary if you don’t know its meaning.

1. re- + cite

2. re- + cycle

3. re- + kindle

4. re- + sketch

5. re- + submit
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